2007 marks 45 years since the American student James Meredith became the first black student to be admitted to the University of Mississippi.

_______________________________________________________________________

Ppt 2
James Meredith was born in Kosciusko, Mississippi, USA on June 25th, 1933.  Serving in the American Air Force from 1951 to 1960, he then went on to study at Jackson State College for two years. 

Ppt 3

Following his time there he applied to start a course at the University of Mississippi, also known as Ole Miss, but found that he was rejected on the two occasions that he applied.  

Having filed a complaint with the courts that he was rejected purely because he was black, he found his complaint was rejected by a district court.  

However, on appeal he found that the Fifth Judicial Circuit Court supported him, ruling against the district court and stating that the University of Mississippi was indeed maintaining a policy of segregation in its admissions policy.

Ppt 4
The issue, far from ending there actually became inflamed when students and state officials at the university voiced their opposition to Meredith being awarded a place.  And when threats were made against Meredith, the Attorney-General, Robert Kennedy, sent federal marshals to protect him when he arrived at the college gates to take his place.

Ppt 5
After his enrolment in the morning Meredith said: "This is not a happy occasion," but he is understood to have remained calm as unrest grew around him. 

Ppt 6
He remained under guard inside the campus in a university dormitory as fighting broke out and was then escorted to his first class - a seminar on American colonial history - through a crowd of several hundred jeering students.  
Ppt 7

He is said to have remained calm as fighting broke out and spread throughout the day.
Hundreds of extra troops were brought in to join Federal forces already stationed in the nearby town of Oxford as the violence spread to its streets. 

PPt 8

The protesters were bent on causing mayhem and the troubles escalated into full scale riots as President John F Kennedy addressed the nation in a televised broadcast, urging a peaceful settlement to the dispute over racial segregation. 

It was just as well that Kennedy had 'federalised' the Mississippi National Guard to maintain law and order, and mobilised other regular infantrymen and military police across the state line in Tennessee. 

Ppt 9
The Federal Government had been expecting resistance from the Mississippi State police under the governorship of the racist Ross Barnett, who had previously defied court orders requiring desegregation. 

Despite Governor Barnett's assurances that his police would carry out their duties, there were reports that they neglected to provide adequate security, hence the reason that additional troops and marshals were called in. 

Ppt 10
US marshals, military police and National Guardsmen used teargas to take on rioters armed with rocks, lead pipes, petrol bombs and in some instances rifles and shotguns. 

More than 100 people were arrested during the night. One US marshal was shot in the neck and critically wounded. 

Ppt 11
Cars and television trucks were smashed and burned and journalists and cameramen were beaten, as rioters turned on the media. 

In a broadcast Governor Barnett said that law and order must prevail "even though our state has been invaded by federal forces". He urged those who had come in from outside the area to go home.

Throughout all of this Meredith remained resolute, including the time when he was asked by a television reporter if he felt any guilt about the chaos, injuries and deaths that had ensued during the previous night. 

He remained equally poised and dignified throughout the duration of his University studies.  He graduated in 1964.  

Ppt 12
Far from cowering under such enormous external pressures, being at the centre of such racist views and actions seemed to instil a passion in Meredith and in March 1966 he started his 'March Against Fear' from Memphis to Jackson to protest against racism – in particular against the violence many African-Americans faced when attempting to register to vote. 
Ppt 13
Whilst only a short distance into his march, though, Meredith was shot and hospitalised. 
Ppt 14

In his place, however, were willing volunteers ready to take over and complete the march on his behalf, including such luminaries of the American civil rights movement as Martin Luther King and Stokely Carmichael.

When the marchers got to Greenwood, Mississippi, Carmichael called for "black people in this country to unite, to recognize their heritage, and to build a sense of community". 
Ppt 15
After hospital treatment Meredith rejoined the March Against Fear and the following day the marchers arrived in Jackson, Mississippi.  Once again the civil rights movement had shown that it would not give in to racism. 

Following his time at Mississippi, James Meredith continued his further education at the University of Ibadan in Nigeria and at Columbia University.  

Later, he stopped becoming a civil rights activist and turned to a careers as a stockbroker.  
He went on to join the Republican Party and became increasingly conservative, attacking white liberals for being the 'greatest enemy' of African Americans and even opposing the making of the birthday of Martin Luther King a national holiday in America.      

Ppt 16
James Meredith’s story is about a man who, through dogged determination, strength of character and a firm conviction in his own beliefs, forced great changes in the society in which he lived.  His actions enabled him, and countless others, to participate fully within their own society, and to enjoy the advantages available to the majority of citizens.  

Fiercely intelligent and willing to take on the powers that be, he sensed a change in the air and sought to make his mark by acting, bravely, to improve his own life and those of others.  

Indeed, he has said that as soon as the liberal, forward-thinking John F Kennedy had been inaugurated as President of the United States of America, he knew he could count on his support as he applied to the previously whites-only university.   

Ppt 18
He has also said that he knew he could not hope to prosper in the world of business if the culture of segregation was not altered first.  In tackling this, he made himself one of the most effective instruments of change.  

In 2002 Mr. Meredith watched his son, Joseph Meredith, graduate from Ole Miss with a doctorate in Business Administration. Joseph, who had previously earned degrees from Harvard University and Millsaps College (Jackson, MS), graduated as the most outstanding doctoral student in the School of Business Administration.

The elder Meredith said, "I think there's no better proof that White supremacy was wrong than not only to have my son graduate, but to graduate as the most outstanding graduate of the school.  That, I think vindicates my whole life."

NB The film Mississippi Burning is an 18 Cert and therefore should only be viewed by those deemed old enough not to be troubled by its content.  Please remove the link if you think it will encourage younger pupils to rent or buy the DVD.  For those old enough, though, it’s an excellent insight into the climate of the times.  

Also: regarding the You Tube links.  All should be suitable for viewing but, again, it’s the comments posted by members of the public which render some pages unedifying.  It seems for every good person willing to upload a great piece of tv footage, there are some pretty dense and prejudiced people just waiting to offend everyone with their views.  

If you think your pupils will be offended by what is written underneath these clips, why not try accessing the You Tube ripping device, Ripzor?  You can find it here…
http://www.google.co.uk/search?svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&q=you%20tube%20ripping%20software&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=iw
You can then make the films available to your students without all of the other nonsense.  

Further Viewing

Mississippi Burning 18
Brilliant film which focuses on the true story of the murder of civil rights activists in the 1960s.  Directed by Briton, Alan Parker, it stars Willem Defoe and Gene Hackman.  Although criticised in some quarters for seeming to lay the praise for change at the feet of white people, this should not detract from the power of the film.  Parker said at the time that he would have liked a different slant on the film but that his hand was swayed by the studios.  

And next, for anyone thinking the ‘villains’ in the above film are purely the work of fiction….
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha3dS0JTrOg
“The Battle for ‘Ole Miss’  Part 1:  Documentary telling the story.  Excellent footage.  And below, Part 2.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB_KgIR3v10&feature=related
More excellent documentary footage.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVqvCuOwpZU&feature=related
Martin Luther King:  “I Have  Dream”  Great footage of King’s famous speech.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbUtL_0vAJk
Further reading

Mississippi Burning by Joel Norst.  Novel of the film mentioned above.   

Heinemann Advanced History: Civil Rights in the USA 1863-1980 by David Paterson, Doug Willoughby, and Susan Willoughby 

Civil Rights in America, 1865 - 1980 (Cambridge Perspectives in History) by Ron Field 

Civil Liberties and Human Rights by Helen Fenwick 

The Origins of the Civil Rights Movement: Black Communities Organizing for Change by Aldon D. Morris. 

The Civil Rights Movement: Struggle and Resistance (Studies in Contemporary History) by William T.Martin Riches 

