This is a great assembly for Geography (extreme weather), Citizenship and Sociology.  As usual, this is here for you to use as you wish so cut and add what you like.  There’s a section on America which you might wish to cut out and I’ve italicised it to make it easy for you.  
Another point. The links to global warming are obvious  but I will leave it to your discretion as to whether you feel your pupils need another dose of the subject here.  I, for one, think it has to be treated carefully. 1: because overkill does no good at all, and 2: because bringing it up too often can demoralize pupils (and teachers).  I think it’s best to focus on the human elements within the assembly and keep it uplifting.  FJ – Assembly writer

With March approaching, it’s been another mild winter, despite some experts threatening that this was going to be one of the coldest in some time.  With very cold winters now seemingly being confined to the annals of history, we take a look back to some of Britain’s big freezes to celebrate great memories, beautiful scenes, feats of endeavour and selfless  acts of kindness carried out by neighbours, friends and strangers.  

____________________________________________________________________

Ppt 1

As Spring looms on the horizon, it’s time to reflect on another winter that has been, for the majority of British regions, mild and temperate.  Yes, some parts of the country did experience freezing weather conditions and considerable snowfall in late January but, by and large, the winter followed the usual, recent trend of being extremely moderate.  

Ppt 2

For many teachers (over the age of 30) going a whole winter without even having to consider wearing a heavy coat is something they would never have contemplated at any time throughout the 1970s and 80s (and, of course, the 60s).

Ppt 3

For those of us who miss the British winters of old, not to mention the wonderful and diverse seasonal changes, every report of a threatened cold snap brings fresh hope that we’re on for a few inches of snow that will add a little beauty to our immediate surroundings whilst also providing a bit of fun.  
Ppt 4

There are some people who, when hearing about the threat of snow, go into a default mode of moaning about not being able to get to work.  That these are exactly the same people who spend their free time moaning about work is not a coincidence.
Ppt 5

Of course, for many people, getting to work in these conditions is a priority, not just for their sakes but for others, too.  We think about all kinds of professions here including hospital staff, GPs, the emergency services and farmers who have to make sure their livestock do not freeze.  

Ppt 6
However, for many, a day off work, or at the very least an hour’s delay in getting there, is hardly the worst thing they’ll have to deal with, and let’s face it, even the most severe British weather conditions don’t tend to last that long with most roads being accessible fairly quickly if they’ve even been closed in the first place.  
Ppt 7
The majority of people remember events like extreme blizzards and being snowed in with real fondness – the experience often engendering new friendships and instilling a sense of community that had somehow been forgotten about.  These events also tend to reconnect us to the environment and make us thankful for the small, everyday luxuries that we take for granted.    

One of the most dramatic weather events ever recorded in Britain was that of 1963 (hands up all teachers who can remember it).  
Ppt 8
Known as The Big Freeze it is actually the joint 2nd coldest winter ever recorded in Great Britain.  Only the winter of 1683-4 has been considerably colder, with 1740 being roughly equally as cold (this winter did not rank quite as highly in Scotland as it did in England and Wales).

The winter in question had not been particularly colder than others until it started snowing on Boxing Day (1962).  With the snow falling heavily throughout the night, the weather forecasters probably expected it to last a day or two before thawing out.  

Ppt 9
However, two days later a blizzard tore across the southwest of England and Wales which lasted for three days.  With snow drifting to over six metres in places, roads became blocked and railway lines became cut off.  The unusual conditions left villagers stranded whilst broken power lines meant heating was cut off for many people.  
Ppt 10
Staying on the gloomy side, power cuts became the norm, refuse remained uncollected and people had to get water from road tankers as the mains supply froze as well.

Of course, for the vulnerable, this kind of weather provided problems.  Those in need of medical attention needed roads to be cleared to be able to access help.  Those who needed to heat their houses needed power to be working effectively or coal to be able to be delivered.  

Ppt 11

However, despite the conditions throwing up the inevitable problems, many people simply used these as a way to connect with their communities, albeit subconsciously, by providing help to neighbours and strangers in need.  
Therefore people found themselves being offered help with food and coal supplies and various other jobs that needed carrying out. 
And, as the following story illustrates, this generosity was spread far and wide in numerous ways.   
Ppt 12

On January 1st a London man, Colin Dickens, was due to have eye surgery and found himself having to walk the five miles through the deep snow to the hospital.  With strict instructions to family not to visit, he was alerted to the sound of snow being stamped off boots outside his ward, and then by the sight of six people who had turned up to visit the only other patient on the ward – a middle aged Irish man.  

Having brought a crate of Guinness and bottles of whiskey they embraced Mr Dickins warmly in their New Year celebrations and left leaving quite a lot of their supplies!   As Mr Dickins recounts “We saw that off - and saw the Night Sister well smashed as well!”.

In no great shape the following morning he was glad to discover that due to a storage error, his operation would have to be delayed anyway, and Mr Dickins was left feeling glad that the planned surgery hadn’t stood in the way of a good evening.

Ppt 13

With temperatures remaining positively arctic for the next couple of months, it was March before the big thaw came and the snow, which had been piled high at the sides of streets and pavements, finally melted.  

Ppt 14

When it had arrived, Brenda Lee was number one in the charts with "Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree."  By the time the big thaw came, Cliff Richard was wooing people into a sense of something warmer with “Summer Holiday”.

_________________________________________________________________

Another freezing spell of weather occurred across vast areas of Britain in the January of 1982.  

Ppt 15

Again, the snow came overnight with millions waking up to huge drifts as blizzards hit the country. 

And again communities bonded together to help those in need cope with the conditions.  As one Roger Jones from Cardiff remembers; “Our local radio station had only been going for a year or so but during that week of the blizzards it kept everyone informed and connected.  It really did feel like we were all in it together.” 
Ppt 16

He goes on. “I was 15 at the time and I can remember walking around in it, thinking how wonderful it was to look at.  Cars were buried, the lane leading up to the church was completely submerged.  It just all looked so magical.
Ppt 17

“The one thing I remember more than anything else on that first day was that I actually managed to do my paper round.  The papers had somehow made it down to the shop by mid-morning and by 2pm I was there, along with a flask of coffee with a touch of brandy that my mum had made up for me.  It normally took me 45 minutes but this day it took nearly three hours.  Half way through I sat down on the newspaper bag and had my coffee.  Then I set off again.”
Ppt 18

He says that most people, when they saw him, were surprised he’d made it out and that he got quite a few delayed Christmas tips from people who had ‘forgotten’ before Christmas.  Just as well, for when he got back to the shop, he discovered that the boy who did the other round hadn’t bothered showing up.  “Still”, he says, “At least I had some extra cash.  And anyway, I enjoyed it.”

Ppt 19

Mr Jones has other fond recollections of the time:  “Generally,” he says, “it was time when people were just incredibly good to each other.  People thought about the needs of the elderly, people on their own: all in all, they were just nicer.  They say Christmas is the time of goodwill but this happened about a week and half after Christmas and people were much more open and warm spirited.”

In fact, if you read through people’s testaments relating to freezing weather conditions, the sense of community is one theme that crops up time and time again.  

Ppt 20

As one contributor to a BBC website says: “All the neighbours helped dig each other out, even grumpy neighbours became pleasant with the air of excitement. there was this spirit and camaraderie I had never seen.”
Other stories gleaned include; a man tobogganing down a hill on his briefcase to get to work; a bride wearing wellies to her wedding; boys jumping off garage roofs like sky-divers and landing in the drifts, and people having food delivered to their street by the army.  

Meanwhile even those who suffered hardships like burst pipes and lengthy walks home from abandoned cars recall these incidents with a real affection (no doubt assisted by the passing of time.)  
If you feel this next section is surplus to requirements, feel free to cut it out.  I’ve italicised it to make it easy.  If you do cut, remember to cut Ppt 21 and 22 and then renumber Ppts 23 - 25
Ppt 21

This response is certainly not limited to this country.  In the USA in 1995, the east part of the country endured severe snow falls that led to a survey being carried out on people who volunteered help during the period of severe weather.  Among the findings is the following information: 

Ppt 22

“One of the most important (findings) was that the respondents showed a high level of competence and devotion to their work. They also expressed high pride in their community and its way of life along with its altruism and solidarity. They insisted, for example that all victims were treated alike. They felt that they were doing something worthwhile, performing a valuable service. And while all took the situation very seriously, many enjoyed showing and testing their ability against the challenge of the powerful wintry conditions. 
(At the same time there were some problems. Some people who, by virtue of their employment positions with the city or county, should have worked to alleviate the disaster conditions did not. Their failure to respond to the emergency was pointed out in the Virginia Mountaineer, but their names were not mentioned.)

Ppt23

It seems that when we endure such conditions we do so with a sense of adventure, grateful, it would appear, for an excuse to reconnect with the great outdoors and savouring everyday things like mugs of hot chocolate and bowls of soup with renewed relish.  Our sense of community is greatly invigorated by such events.  


Ppt 24

As the world gets warmer it seems the prolonged, cold winters of yesteryear may be lost to us.  However, the threat of such cold snaps remains which, when you consider the way in which it allows us to view the world, coupled with the way we respond to other humans and their needs, is no bad thing.   
Ppt 25

As former paper boy Roger Jones says “It’s just a shame that it takes such incidents to make us that much nicer to each other.”   Shame indeed! 
Feel free to put Ppt 26 for the remainder of the assembly, or you can put the quote up in Ppt 27. 

Further reading:
Copied with permission from SnowCrystal.com

Which book is best for you?  It depends ...
The Art of the Snowflake is a LARGE book (10.5x12 inches, 156 pages), printed on heavy paper, with all my best snowflake photographs -- over 500 in all!  Many are full-page prints, so you can see every detail.  Accompanying text describes the different types of snowflakes, plus info on where and how the photographs were taken.  This is a breathtaking photo album of snowflakes -- I guarantee lots of "oohs" and "aahs" when people see this book!  And it's a terrific buy for around $20 at Amazon.

The Snowflake: Winter's Secret Beauty is a medium-sized book (8.5x10 inches, 112 pages) that tells the story of snowflakes -- what they are, how they grow, and why they appear in so many spectacular, symmetrical forms.  This a popular-science book about snowflakes that includes over 200 awesome photographs.  Under $15 at Amazon 
Ken Libbrecht's Field Guide to Snowflakes is a smaller book that's packed with information.  It describes all the different types of snowflakes in glorious detail, including annotated sketches and many photographs.  The text describes how snowflakes grow and form.  If you want to go outside and really look at snowflakes, this is your book.  About $10 at Amazon 
The Little Book of Snowflakes is a "stocking stuffer" of a snowflake book.  It contains many beautiful pictures along with snow-related quotations and facts.  The book makes a lovely, inexpensive gift for anyone.  About $5 at Amazon 
The Magic of Snowflakes is a postcard book containing 22 tear-out snowflake postcards.  About $5 at Amazon 
For wonderful pictures of snowflakes, plus a guide to the study of snow, log on to 

Snowcrystals.com 

Other reading: 
The Snow Queen: Hans Christian Anderson – classic fairytale for the younger pupils. 

Cider With Rosie: Laurie Lee.  Lee wrote beautifully about all the seasons and the wonderful chapter on winter in this autobiographical work is no exception. 

