This is a great assembly for those looking to engender an understanding of older people and previous generations.  Here we are looking to make positive links between the past and present, to show that things some pupils might think of as being ‘square’, ‘stiff’ or ‘straight’ – ie the preserve of older people, can actually have a direct influence on the culture that they partake in and contribute to. 

Above all this  an assembly that looks at the life of someone who married talent with hard work.  It warns against surface judgements and celebrates the power of the individual to express themselves.  It also celebrates music’s ability to draw from a range of influences and to cross cultures. 
___________________________________________________________________
February 3rd marked the anniversary of the death of Buddy Holly who died in a plane crash with fellow rock n’ roll stars Ritchie Valens and Jiles P Richardson, also known as Big Bopper.  Holly’s influence as a musician and artist continues to this day.
____________________________________________________________________

You have to use the Power Point Presentation to use this introduction.  Otherwise, you could just project a picture of Buddy Holly onto a screen or print one off and hang it up.  If you are unable to do any of these, then a description of Holly will suffice. 
Ppt 1 

Take a look at the face in the picture.  If you don’t recognise it then it would be hard to equate just how this man has influenced music over the past fifty years.  
By the term ‘music’ we don’t mean middle-of-the-road music, classical or even film music.  We actually mean the very music that you listen to on the radio, buy in music stores and download off the internet.  
Ppt 2

With this in mind, you might make the assumption that this man may have been a record executive, perhaps a producer or talent spotter?  Maybe he was the brother or friend of a star who influenced a song that went on to become a massive hit? 

In fact, the truth is a lot more straight-forward than any of those suggestions.  This man, who was known to the world as Buddy Holly, was simply one of the best, most accomplished and most universally loved pop stars of the 1950s.  

Ppt 3

Although his career and life were cut short, he and his music inspired individuals who went on to become some of the biggest names in pop music.  Indeed, Holly is described by critic Bruce Eder as "the single most influential creative force in early rock & roll."  
Although his success lasted only a year and a half, Holly left a wealth of material including brilliant songs like “Rave On,” “Peggy Sue,” “That’ll Be the Day,” Oh Boy!” and “Maybe Baby”: songs that became part of the rock and roll canon of classics.   
An innovator who wrote much of his own material Holly was the first to exploit, what were then, advanced studio techniques such as double-tracking.  He pioneered and popularized the still standard rock-band line-up of two guitars, bass and drums.  

In his final months, he also began experimenting with orchestration.  

Ppt 4

Although possessing neither the looks of an Elvis Presley, the attitude of an Eddie Cochran or the bad boy image of a Jean Vincent, Holly still cut an engaging, charismatic figure even with the trademark horn-rimmed glasses which he insisted on wearing and which marked him out from other artists.  

Ppt 5

Perhaps it was the look itself which helped to inspire so many would-be stars.  When Holy appeared on tv screens, here was proof that you didn’t have to look like a male model to be creatively self-reliant, front your own band and sing your own songs.  

Early Life 

Ppt 6
Holly was born on September 7th 1936 and was named Charles Hardin Holley.  He became known as Buddy at a young age. 

Ppt 7
He learned to play guitar, piano and fiddle at an early age and was inspired by Bluegrass music, a hybrid of African-American and Celtic music  After high school he formed the Western and Bop Band, a country-oriented act that performed regularly on a Lubbock radio station and opened for acts that came through town.  

After being noticed by a talent scout, Holly was signed to Decca Records in early 1956, recording demos and singles for the label in Nashville under the name Buddy Holly and the Three Tunes. 
Ppt 8
His talent was immediately obvious.  Apart from being a fine songwriter and collaborator, Holly had a voice that could translate joy and sadness with equal skill and his trademark hiccup gave him a distinctive and unique sound.

Ppt 9
Back home, Holly opened a show at the Lubbock Youth Centre for Elvis Presley, just a few months after seeing him perform on television.  This was an event that hastened his conversion from country and western to rock and roll.  He later said, "We owe it all to Elvis”. 

Ppt 10
In early 1957, Holly and a revised band line up, now called The Crickets, recorded “That’ll Be the Day”.  The upbeat rock and roll song won them a contract with the Coral and Brunswick record labels.  Later that year it became a Number One pop hit and even rose to Number Two on the R&B charts.  (Feel free to point out that this R&B was a little bit different to the stuff trading under the same banner today).  
It was the start of a purple patch for the band as they charted seven top forty singles in just a year between August 1957 and August 1958. 

Ppt 11
In October 1958 Holly split with the band and his management and moved to New York, marrying Maria Elena Santiago, to whom he proposed on their first date. 
Ppt 12
Because of legal and financial problems engendered by the break up with his manager, Holly reluctantly agreed to headline on a tour called the Winter Dance Party, an ill-advised bus tour of the Midwest in the winter of 1959.  

It was a decision that would lead to him losing his life.  

In his book, Number One in Heaven – an encyclopaedic book of rock deaths – author Jeremy Simmonds states that there has been little before or since to match the dramatic end to Holly’s life, and his death along with teenage heartthrob Ritchie Valens and singer JP ‘Big Bopper Richardson’ became pop music’s first and still most infamous major disaster.  
Ppt 13
Tragically, and somewhat perversely it remains a fact that Holly and his fellow artists could have avoided the tragedy simply by mending a faulty heater in their tour bus.
Unfortunately budget restrictions meant that all the acts on the mammoth bill had to travel on a rickety old bus, an uncomfortable undertaking considering the hostility of the winter winds cutting through them.  In fact on one occasion, when the heater broke down, they had to burn newspapers to keep from freezing in temperatures of minus 30 degrees.  Holly’s drummer Carl Bunch was hospitalised with frostbite as a result.
Ppt 14
After the February 2nd performance in Iowa, Holly decided he had had enough and announced his decision to charter an aircraft to the next venue in Fargo, North Dakota.  He wanted to arrive relaxed and with time to spare to wash his clothes which were made filthy by the tour bus.  

Ppt 15
Holly’s idea was naturally to cater for his own band but with Big Bopper Richardson running a fever, bassist Waylon Jennings generously gave up his seat to the rotund performer.  

Holly quipped to his close friend “I hope your ol’ bus freezes over,” to which Jennings replied “Well, I hope your plane crashes.”  Both events did actually occur though this throwaway humour was to haunt Jennings for the rest of his life.  
Ppt 16
Ritchie Vales, meanwhile, managed to persuade Holly’s guitarist Tommy Allsup to toss a coin for the remaining seat.  Heads it was: Valens won the ride, Allsup his life. 

The plane took off unsteadily at around 1am.  A heavy fog had descended and a blanket of snow lay on the ground making conditions treacherous for the 21 year-old pilot, Roger Petersen, who it is said was insufficiently experienced to deal with the plane in such circumstances.  

Ppt 17
The plane disappeared off the radar less than 5 miles from the airport and was discovered in a field 15 miles at 9.30 after the fog had cleared. 

Ppt 18
It is thought a wing hit the ground, causing the craft to spiral out of control.   All that was left of the aircraft was a twisted ball of metal.  All three musicians were dead, having been thrown from the aircraft, their bodies virtually unrecognisable such was the physical trauma they had suffered.  

Ppt 19
Holly was buried in the City of Lubbock cemetery in the presence of over a thousand attendees, though neither the band members nor his shattered young wife Maria, who had miscarried Holly’s unborn baby were in attendance.  
In the case of the band, they had been offered bonuses to carry on with the tour, though allegedly they never received the money. 
A month later Holly’s last recorded song “It Doesn’t Matter Anymore,” became a posthumous hit in the USA and reached number one in Britain.   

Ppt 20
Although his life had been cut tragically short, Holly’s impact resonated – even more so in the wake of his death.  In Liverpool, when a young band were searching for a name, they settled on one inspired by Holly’s band The Crickets i.e. The Beatles.      
John Lennon would later pay tribute to Holly’s innovativeness saying that it was his song writing that made Lennon a better writer himself.  He said that he and Paul McCartney, who was equally influenced by Holly, played everything he ever recorded when starting out at The Cavern Club in Liverpool.  Lennon also commented that Holly made it okay for performers to wear glasses, saying “I WAS Buddy Holly!”

Obviously the fact that The Beatles went on to become the biggest and most influential pop band of all time is some testament to Holly’s own influence, . 

Ppt 21
Other artists influenced by Holly include The Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan and Robert Plant of Led Zeppelin – who was ‘blown away’ by a Holly tv appearance he saw as a young boy.
Ppt 22
He also inspired Motorhead founder and singer Lemmy, who has always stated his love of Holly’s music and who recently recorded an album of rock & roll classics which included songs by Holly.
Ppt 23
David Bowie also said that his 1980 number one Ashes to Ashes was inspired by a Buddy Holly song.  Taking all this into consideration you begin to get a grasp of the importance of his contribution to music, years after his death.  
Listening to Holly’s music one notices the lightness of touch, the wonderful melodies and the almost effortless way that you are drawn into the music.  Much of it is hopeful, some of it sad but all of it has the power to either lift or console, sometimes achieving both simultaneously.  

Ppt 24
Indeed, American singer/songwriter Don McLean places Holly at the centre of his song American Pie – remembering his death at the beginning of the song and then at the end of each verse with the line “..The day the music died.”  Perhaps it was more the death of innocence but whatever the song is about (some argue it is about the death of 50s music), few of the people that the song alludes to (Dylan, Jagger, Lennon) would have argued about Holly’s pivotal position in the lament. 

There are many enduring facts surrounding Holly and his music.  

Ppt 25
One is that he nurtured his abundant talent with hard work  The tour schedule he undertook was gruelling but he was prepared to push himself to sort out his financial situation which had come about due to a determination to run his own affairs.  He also wanted to pursue his dream to bring his music to the masses and, of course, to establish himself as a name in pop music.  

This work ethic alongside his creativity is evident in the vast number of songs he left behind him even though he was only 22 when he died.  

Ppt 26

Another image we have is that of an innovator, truly engaged in his work and genuinely curious enough to want to improvise and innovate in order to translate the music in his head onto master tapes and vinyl.  

Another reason perhaps that the songs were so good is that Holly was more interested in music and song writing than image.  If a major young artist wanted to wear such spectacles these days you can’t help feeling it would need to be okayed by a focus group after numerous consultations with stylists.  For Holly, though, this stuff just wasn’t important.   

Ppt 27

Although taken from the world far too early, Holly remains an inspiration to all people genuinely interested in pursuing their talents – whatever they are - working hard and remaining true to their own characters as they do so.  
His life goes to show that our lives and work can touch others in numerous ways, often in ways that we could never have imagined. 

Further Listening 

BuddyHolly

Don’t expect the big production sound of modern music, this is sparse, minimalist, simple.  The bulk of Holly’s songs relied on 3 guitar chords with the melody weaving its way across the top.  
Essential Songs 

Rave On 

Everyday 

Oh Boy! 

Maybe Baby 

That’ll Be the Day 

Love’s Made a Fool of You 

It’s So Easy 

Well…All Right 

Peggy Sue 

Not Fade Away 

You Tube 
Rave On  Start here.  If you don’t like this then you don’t like music etc 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nxvvvc1DfAo
Everyday Genius pop song that went on to be used for a washing powder ad. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMezwtB1oCU
It Doesn’t Matter Anymore Not sure about the home video but it’s a good recording.  Written by Paul Anka, who also wrote the lyrics for My Way.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_ayuGfChKE&feature=related
Oh Boy 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4PYXZEkAC4E
That’ll Be the Day  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pribHw93OPc&feature=related
Ritchie Valens
La Bamba
Valens’ great hit.  A wonderful song which also doubles as Spanish homework

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nVHaw-xYKA
Donna  This is a crystal clear recording of Valens’ most well known ballad.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na6VrVx0qwA
Big Bopper
Chantilly Lace.  If you’re going to be synonymous with one song, it might as well be a good one.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awTsQra0u3Q
Actually, Big Bopper was a lot more than a one-note novelty act.  For more details of a jam-packed life, click on the link below and scroll down the page.  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jeffosretromusic.com/B_holly.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jeffosretromusic.com/buddy.html&h=218&w=198&sz=22&hl=en&start=13&um=1&tbnid=1AtUav6cOyBE3M:&tbnh=107&tbnw=97&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbuddy%2Bholly%2Bmemorial%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX
From the above you’ll glean that Big Bopper wrote the song Running Bear which was a hit for his friend, Johnny Preston.  1970s punk band, Stiff Little Fingers, once did a cover version which is included on their greatest hits collection. A similarly 50s inspired moment can be found in their song Barbed Wire Love which can be viewed by clicking below.  The recording quality isn’t great but it’s well worth a look to see how music can borrow from different eras.  70s gig-going was a bit like going to see The Kooks.  But totally different. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjVcY5RZ7zU
Other
Shaky, hand-held trip through fields where the plane crashed.  Accompanied by a somewhat maudlin song / narration (it appears to be called “3 Stars”.  If this is so, then it was written and recorded by an American DJ called Tommy Dee). 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UYVEe30Te0&feature=related
American Pie – Don McClean.  

“I can’t remember if I cried

When I read about his widowed bride…”
Even though you think he might have had some recollection of events that frosty morning, this surely remains one of the most emotional couplets in the history of pop music.  The song also stands as a testament to those who think great songs cannot be ruined by awful cover versions.  See Madonna’s version for proof, though you’ll find no link here. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkDAykXwO_Q&feature=related
Wonderful, raw recording of John Lennon warming up with a version of Rave On.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLDOIIaM_Vo&feature=related
This clip tells of the infamous coin flip that led to Ritchie Valens taking his seat on the ill-fated plane trip.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r4_8pjJPxo
Film 
The Buddy Holly Story (1978) Apparently this is a decent enough movie but suffers from multiple inaccuracies. 

La Bamba (1987).  Biopic about the rise from nowhere of Ritchie Valens.  
American Graffiti (1973)  Set in the summer of 1962, this film offers a slice of life before the innocence ended.  Packed with great music from the 50s / early 60s.   
Web
If you’re looking for the meaning of American Pie, you might want to start – and end – here! 
http://www.buddyhollyonline.com/ampie.html
For a  comprehensive account of the plane crash try this.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Day_the_Music_Died
Further Reading 

Rave on: The Biography of Buddy Holly by Philip Norman 

This seems to be the most popular and most comprehensive Holly biography.  Highly recommended.

Jam with Buddy Holly with CD (Audio) (Total Accuracy Guitar Workshops) by Buddy Holly.  You don’t have to buy this particular book so if you are interested in playing the music, pop into any major record or music store.  And there’s always the library.. 
The Day the Music Died: The Last Tour of Buddy Holly, the Big Bopper and Ritchie Valens by Larry Lehmer.  Another very well rated book with detail also about Valens and Big Bopper, not to mention the oft-forgotten pilot.     

The Buddy Holly Story by John Tobler 

A lighter read, this book comes with over 120 pictures.  

Buddy Holly: The Real Story by Ellis Amburn
Well, there’s always one.  This book debunks the so-called myth of the clean-living Holly that legend would have us believe, apparently painting a somewhat different picture of the singer and the times in which he lived.  Well-reviewed by some sections of the press.  
Number One In Heaven by Jeremy Simmonds.  Exhaustive homage to ‘the heroes who died for Rock ‘n’ Roll.  Covering almost every major rock death from Robert Johnson (1938) to the present day.  Excellent reading.  
