This year marks the 90th anniversary since women were given the right to vote and 80 years since this right was granted to all women aged 21 and over.  2008 also marks 150 years since the birth of suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst.  
This is a good assembly for History, Politics and Citizenship. 

_____________________________________________________________________

*  I will leave the opening to your jurisdiction.  You might just wish to link the theme to the anniversary or you might want to mention Hilary Clinton’s Democratic campaign trail in the US, pointing out that the USA has never had a female President.  In fact, I would definitely pursue this line if she weren’t up against Barack Obama, who will become the country’s first black president if he is first elected as the Democratic nominee, and then goes on to win the election in November.  I don’t see a major conflict here but it should be judged sensitively.  
If you use this line, you can point out that Britain had a female Prime Minister ‘way back’ in 1979!  

You may even like to start with this You Tube link.  It is the song “Sister Suffragette” from Mary Poppins.  It’s a good way to get into the subject matter. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUhwA-C-ACg  

Ppt 1

This year marks the 90th anniversary since British women were granted the right to vote.  Initially the vote was only given to women who owned property aged 30 and above.  In fact, it was not until 1928 that all women aged 21 and over were allowed to vote.  

The vote was only given to women after years of campaigning from various groups of British citizens, mainly women and the umbrella term for these women was ‘suffragettes.’ 

There were many key figures in the suffragette movement, none of them more famous that Emmeline Pankhurst.
Ppt 2

Emmeline was born in Manchester in 1858 – that’s 150 years ago.  Her father, Robert Goulden,  was a successful businessman with radical political beliefs who took part in the campaigns against slavery and the Corn Laws.  Her mother, Sophia Crane, being a passionate feminist, started taking her daughter to women's suffrage meetings in the early 1870s.

The word ‘suffrage’, by the way, comes from the Latin suffragium, which means vote, so therefore the word refers to the civil right to vote.  

Ppt 3

In these days, apart from not being able to vote, women were also denied other fundamental civil liberties that we have today.  There were key restrictions relating to a wide range of areas including the right to earn money, divorce and become educated to university level.  

In fact, the weight of the law was heavily stacked in favor of men, women being ranked well behind in terms of status and civil liberties. 

Despite their radical views, Emmeline’s parents had a very conservative approach to education and they sent her to a Parisian finishing school at the age of 15.  (A finishing school is a private school attended by girls at the end of their formal education that emphasises training in cultural and social activities.) 
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Soon after Emmeline had returned to Manchester in 1878, she met a lawyer called Richard Pankhurst.  Richard was also a strong advocate of the right of women to be given the vote.  
He was already responsible for drafting an amendment to an Act of Parliament that had resulted in unmarried women householders being allowed to vote in local elections.  

And he was also mainly responsible for the drafting of the Women's Property Bill that was passed by Parliament in 1870.

Despite their age difference – he was 42, she 20 - Richard and Emmeline were attracted to each other and were married, Emmeline giving birth to 4 children in the first 6 years of their marriage.  
Ppt 5

Throughout all of this time they continued campaigning for women’s rights and in 1889, with help from others, formed a pressure group called the Women’s Franchise League. 

Ppt 6

In 1895 Emmeline became a Poor Law Guardian.  This job saw her visiting the local workhouse, a place which provided poor people with food and a place of shelter in return for hard labour.  She was shaken by the awful conditions that the inmates had to live in and became extremely concerned about the way women were being treated.  
This validated her view that women's suffrage – a vote for all women - was the only way these problems could be solved.

Tragedy struck in 1898 when Richard, who was pursuing a political career (within the Independent Labour Party), died of a perforated ulcer.
Ppt 7

Emmeline, having become disenchanted with the existing women’s political organizations, founded the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) in 1903.  Emmeline’s number one intention was that the organisation would recruit working class women into the fight to gain the vote.

Ppt 8

However, two years later, it became apparent that what had been deemed newsworthy by the press was no longer the case, with the result that by 1905 a disinterested media now started refusing to publish articles and letters supporting women’s suffrage whilst seldom reporting meetings that had taken place.  

In 1905, therefore, the WSPU decided to change their tactics. 
Ppt 9
On 13th October 1905 Emmeline’s eldest daughter, Christabel, made her mark on the movement.  Christabel was a brilliant legal scholar who had gained a degree in law but was forbidden to practice, as women were not allowed to enter the legal profession.

Ppt 10

She and fellow campaigner Annie Kenney attended a meeting in London to hear Sir Edward Grey, a minister in the British government. 
Whilst Grey was talking, the two women repeatedly shouted the question, "Will the Liberal Government give votes to women?"  When they refused to stop, police were called to evict them from the meeting.  


When they refused to leave, a struggle ensued after which a policeman claimed that the two women had kicked and spat at him.  Both women were arrested and charged with assault.

Christabel Pankhurst and Annie Kenney were found guilty of assault and fined five shillings each.  When they both refused to pay the fine they were sent to prison.  For the first time in Britain women had used violence in an attempt to win the vote: the nation was shocked.
Ppt 11

Two years later, Emmeline, now in her early-50s, moved to London and joined her two daughters in the militant struggle for the vote.  During the next seven years she was imprisoned repeatedly.   Her acts of civil disobedience inspired others to follow her example with many public and private buildings being burned or vandalised. 
It should be noted that these acts were perpetuated when other, more peaceful methods had failed.   Whatever, the result was that many suffragettes were imprisoned for their activity.  However, even in prison, their resolve did not waver.  

In July 1909 an imprisoned suffragette, Marion Dunlop, started to refuse food.   
Worried that she might die and become a martyr, a decision was taken to release her.  

Ppt 12

Soon afterwards, other imprisoned suffragettes adopted the same strategy.  Unwilling to release them all, the prison authorities undertook painful and dangerous programmes of force-feeding all women on hunger strike.  In one eighteen-month period, Emmeline Pankhurst, who was now in her fifties, endured ten of these hunger-strikes. 

One prominent figure in the suffragette movement, Kitty Marion is thought to have endured 200 force feedings.  
Ppt 13

Emmeline Pankhurst's sister, Mary Clarke - an active member of the WSPU in Brighton - was force-fed at Holloway Prison in December, 1910.  After being released she became ill and died soon afterwards of a broken blood vessel.  Clarke, like several suffragettes, probably died as a result of being force-fed.
Determined to gain the upper hand the government introduced the Prisoner's Temporary Discharge of Ill Health Act.  Suffragettes were now allowed to go on hunger strike but as soon as they became ill they were released. 
Ppt 14

Once the women had recovered, the police re-arrested them and returned them to prison where they completed their sentences.  This successful means of dealing with hunger strikes became known as the Cat and Mouse Act.
When Emmeline Pankhurst undertook one of her many fasts while serving a term in Holloway Prison for, among other things, breaking the windows of the Prime Minister's house, acts of violence were carried out across on various institutions across the country.  These included acts of vandalism against Ayr racecourse, Manchester Art Gallery, the British Museum, the National Gallery, and Windsor Castle.  
Ppt 15

Under the Cat and Mouse Act, Pankhurst continued to go in and out of prison, fasting during each incarceration, until a doctor declared that another term would be fatal. 

Ppt 16
Perhaps the most well-known, single incident that occurred involving a suffragette was that which took place at the Derby horse race in June 1913.  Suffragette Emily Davison ran from the crowd in front of the king's horse, Anmer.  She was trampled and died a few days later from her injuries.  

Ppt 17 
It is unsure exactly as to what she intended to achieve.  Some say that she deliberately intended to kill herself.  Others point to the fact that she had bought a return ticket to the event and was actually just trying to pin a political message to the king’s horse.    

Ppt 18

Either way, this shocking, tragic incident showed the press and all those in opposition that, again, the suffragettes remained resolute in achieving their goals.  

Ppt 19

A major breakthrough in the demand for women’s suffrage came with the outbreak of the war on 4th August, 1914.   The suffragettes started negotiating with the British government and on the 10th August the government announced it was releasing all suffragettes from prison.  In return, the WSPU agreed to end their militant activities 
and help the war effort. 

Ppt 20
After receiving a £2,000 grant from the government, the WSPU organised a demonstration in London.  Members carried banners with slogans such as 'We Demand the Right to Serve', 'For Men Must Fight and Women Must work'.  At the meeting, attended by 30,000 people, Emmeline Pankhurst called on trade unions to let women work in those industries traditionally dominated by men. 

Ppt 21

Women were subsequently given such jobs that saw them working as bus conductors, ambulance drivers and office staff.  
Ppt 22

Nearly a million women also worked in the dangerous munitions industry, making weapons, and they were also recruited by the armed forces.

Ppt 23

Covering all of the campaigns and efforts carried out by the suffragette movements would be impossible in this assembly.  However, after the First World War, it was widely recognised that women had put in a tremendous effort for their country and this went a long way to women finally being given the vote in 1918, though not all women were enfranchised at this time, the right only being extended to women who owned property over the age of 30.
Ppt 24

A year later, Nancy Astor became the first female member of parliament and she carried on campaigning, vociferously, in favour of extending women’s rights.  It was in 1928 that women were completely enfranchised with men, allowed to vote at the same age, which in those days was 21.    

_____________________________________________________________________
Ppt 25

The suffragette movement is a clear example of what can happen when groups of people organise themselves in order to evoke change.  

But it wasn’t just one group looking for one solution.  In fact, the suffrage movement was a very broad one, encompassing men and women from various organisations with a very broad range of views.  One major division, especially in Britain, was between suffragists, who sought to create change constitutionally, and suffragettes, who were more militant. 
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There was also a diversity of views on a 'woman's place'.  Some who campaigned for women's suffrage felt that women were naturally kinder, gentler, and more concerned about weaker members of society, especially children. 
It was often assumed that women voters would have a civilising effect on politics and would tend to support controls on alcohol, for example.  They believed that although a woman's place was in the home, she should be able to influence laws which impacted upon that home. 
Ppt 27

Other campaigners felt that men and women should be equal in every way and that there was no such thing as a woman's 'natural role'.  There were also differences in opinion about other voters. 
Some campaigners felt that all adults were entitled to a vote, whether rich or poor, male or female, and regardless of race.  Others at the time saw things differently.
Ppt 28

It all seems complicated now, as it must have done at the time.  The very clear set of circumstances we have set before us today is that every adult British citizen over the age of 18 has the right to vote in local and general elections.

Ppt 29

Unfortunately this is now something that many people living in democracies take for granted.  But when you look at the efforts that went in to securing the vote for all adults, regardless of sex or race, getting up out of our chairs and taking a short walk to a polling station doesn’t really seem that much of an effort after all.  

The best way to show our appreciation for the work of those who fought so hard for this right, is to get up and vote when we are old enough to do so.  
In this way, we ensure the right not only remains ours, but of those who come after us, too.    
Reading

Internet 

Good interactive game on the BBC site.  See if you can correctly guess which rights women had at the end of the Victorian era. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/launch_gms_womens_rights.shtml
Women’s hour page with a timeline showing how women’s rights have increased over the years.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/timeline/votes_to_women.shtml
Radio 4 slideshows.  100 years of women’s history.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/timeline/1900.shtml
You Tube

Quite a nice home-made stills film on the subject of women’s suffrage.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sz_yQ4WtexI
Film footage of the Emily Davison Derby incident. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXUx5zJVTmg&feature=related
Don’t know where this comes from but it’s a nicely put together piece.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4gig8aYEnU
“Sister Suffragette”  This rather excellent song is featured in the film, Mary Poppins.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUhwA-C-ACg
Reading

The Ascent of Woman: A History of the Suffragette Movement by Melanie Phillips 

Freedom's Cause: The Lives of the Suffragettes by Fran Abrams 

Suffragette: The Diary of Dollie Baxter, London 1909-1913 

Votes for Women: The Virago Book of Suffragettes by Joyce Marlow 

The Scottish Suffragettes (Scots' Lives) by Leah Leneman  

The Suffragettes in Pictures (History) by Glenda Jackson, Diane Atkinson, and Museum of London 

The Suffragette Movement: An Intimate Account of Persons and Ideals (Virago Reprint Library) by E.Sylvia Pankhurst 

