We haven’t seen anything like it for years but despite the disruption harsh weather gives us much to contemplate.
Ppt 1 
As school pupils you hear much about global warming. As an unwelcome by-product of this, some – perhaps many - of you will have suffered your more nostalgic teachers harping on about the ‘good old days’ when winter was winter and when you actually had to own an overcoat and a pair of thermal gloves if you were to get from November to March with both sanity and the ends of your fingers intact. 
Ppt 2

So this year’s freezing conditions which delivered - before Christmas, extreme frosts - and more recently, snowfall across vast swathes of the country on an almost daily basis, has been something of a shock, to say the least. 

Ppt 3

For many of us older teachers we thought we’d seen the last of these kinds of winters long ago, and those of us who like our Decembers frozen and our Januarys colder still, it has been a big relief to get away from the mild and comparatively temperate conditions that have ‘blighted’ so many winters over the past 15 years or so.
Ppt 4

So for those of us who love a hard ground frost at night and the feeling of freezing air hitting the back of your throat in the mornings, these past few months have been a real bonus.  

Ppt 5

But despite the inevitable joy and zest for life these conditions can bring, we are mindful that, for some people, snowfall and cold weather bring hardship and the threat of problems. 
Ppt 6

The elderly, the infirm and the ill should be uppermost in our thoughts during such times and, therefore, such weather conditions bring with them a responsibility to keep an eye out for those people who cannot get out the house that easily.  It doesn’t take much: a knock on the door or a note slipped through the letter box with a phone number on it can be enough to let people know that you are around to help them if need be.  
Ppt 7

In some cases the shovelling of snow from a path or doorstep will be enough.  For  others a trip to the shops to pick up a few necessities might be in order.  
In these days, it might not be the norm to look out for your neighbours as in days gone past and at least these situations offer us a chance to act in a way that allows us to feel we’ve contributed something to our fellow citizens.  

Ppt 8

Apart from giving us all an opportunity to reach out to members of our community and neighbourhoods, the unusual conditions also gave those of us lucky enough to be able to take time off school or work (without any significant long-term affects), a chance to escape the normal routine of life.  
One such person who took full advantage in this manner was a commentator on BBC Radio 2 (hardly a station that will be on your radar so at least I know I can draw from it without you having heard it first). 

Ppt 9

This woman, the editor of a London magazine, had, like most working mums, spent the Sunday evening ironing school uniforms and getting things ready for the week ahead, only to find that come Monday morning, she and her husband would not be able to get to work and that the school was closed for the kids. 

Ppt 10

Her reaction to all of this was to ‘chill out’ and have a day of spontaneous fun with the family which began with a large breakfast and which was followed by snowball fights and the building of a massive snowman which became something of a local celebrity as passers by queued up to have their photos taken alongside him.  
Ppt 11

Having returned indoors for hot chocolate and a film, they soon found themselves out in the snow again where another snowman was erected before the family retired indoors again, this time to make a big cake! 
Ppt 12

If it sounds idyllic then it’s probably because it was.  As she said, ‘every now and again a day comes along where the normal routine of life is cast aside and replaced instead with a magical quality.  Monday February 2nd was one such day.” 

Her overriding observation when thinking about the day was that she hadn’t felt that relaxed for ages and that the family hadn’t had such fun for a while, too.  
So why did it take a force of nature to inflict this upon her and her family?  

Ppt 13

Yes, the economy took another knock and, of course, we all need certain people like doctors and nurses to be able to get to work but really, the recent weather has only seen most people take one day off work at the most.  When the problems are taken into account, it would probably be churlish not to acknowledge that such days allow us to be more communicative with both neighbours and our families.  

Ppt 14
Taking a day out to have fun in beautiful surroundings that complement the natural and urban landscapes of Great Britain, or simply seeing our parents acting like big kids when they’d normally be in the office can’t be that bad a thing.  When all things are considered, such days represent an opportunity to sample something special.  It’s just a pity that we have to rely on nature to tell us when it’s okay to do it.  
