Ppt 1

This / last week marked the momentous occasion of the inauguration of America’s 44th President, Barack Obama.  
Ppt 2
The swearing in of an American President, which takes place every four years,  is a grand affair to say the least but this year’s event was rendered unforgettable as it marked the election of America’s first black president.  

Ppt 3

In short, this was a day that many Americans, indeed people all over the world, just didn’t think they would live to see.  

Ppt 4
People travelled, not only from the four corners of the USA, but from across the globe to be in Washington for the swearing in ceremony:  an emotional event which will live long in the memory of those who witnessed the event live or on television. 

Ppt 5

In his speech, the new President Obama talked of reaching out across the world to help other nations less fortunate, as well as of the need to accommodate viewpoints from people with different religions – plus those without religious beliefs.  He talked about the need for each person to take responsibility for their actions and also warned that Americans have to get used to the idea that global warming means we cannot continue to recklessly plunder the earth’s resources.  
Ppt 6

For many, many citizens across the world, these statements were warmly welcomed 

____________________________________________________________________

Ppt 7
Those who have followed President Obama’s progress over the past year will have become familiar with his slogan “Yes, we can.” 
Prior to his election victory, this appeared to be a one-size-fits-all, election catchphrase designed to galvanise those who doubted that a black man could not only run for president but that he could win.  
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Now, it stands as a testament to the belief that we can all better ourselves and our circumstances if we dedicate time and effort to whatever task we hope to accomplish, whether it be realising our most lofty ambitions or focussing on the smaller (probably more important) details of our lives. 

Ppt 9 
Certainly Obama seems to be a man able to focus simultaneously on wider, worldly objectives and those closer to his personal life.  
On one hand, he has the ambition, vision and focus to be able to become President of the most powerful nation on earth:…

Ppt 10 

…on the other, his commitment to fatherhood and family life has remained a number one priority.  In fact, before he decided to run for candidacy, he first had to check within himself, and with his wife, that it was the right thing for all of the family and that his wife wasn’t going to be left with all of the parenting duties.  This approach to a good work / life balance is apparently shared by other men in his political team who value the good parenting of their children above other matters.  
_____________________________________________________________________

Ppt 11

Before, during and after the inauguration, it was remembered that the journey of a black man becoming president didn’t begin mere weeks, months or years before Obama won the election, but decades ago and his election stands as a tribute to all those who suffered in a country that didn’t allow black people the same human rights enjoyed by white people until the late 1960s.  

Ppt 12
America was a country where segregation was the norm and blacks were often not allowed to attend the same schools, eat in the same restaurants or even drink from the same public water fountains.  Therefore, it has taken a long struggle undertaken by many, many people over the years to get to this stage. 

Ppt 13

Among those mentioned on television during coverage of the inauguration were Claudette Colvin who, as a 15 year old schoolgirl and resident of Montgomery, Alabama, refused to give up her bus seat for a  white man in 1955 and who was subsequently arrested and charged with ‘violating the segregation law’. 
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Nine months later, another black bus passenger from the same city, Rosa Parks, did the same and this time it led to a mass boycott of the local bus service led by the emerging civil rights leader, Martin Luther King.  
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The boycott, which was totally symbolic of the Civil Rights Movement’s commitment to peaceful protest lasted for 381 days.  Dozens of public buses stood idle for months, severely damaging the bus transit company's finances, until the law requiring segregation on public buses was lifted.

Ppt 16

Subsequently, the Civil Rights Movement forced widespread changes in America and Martin Luther King became a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize.  His life is commemorated every year on Martin Luther King Day, the national holiday that takes place on the 3rd Monday of January – this year, the day before the inauguration.  

Ppt 17 
These incidents alone remind us just how acting in our best faith towards a positive and fair outcome can lead to betterment for ourselves and others.  A theme which will no doubt resonate during the tenure of Barack Obama’s time as President of his country.
