With exams upon us the last assemblies of the term need little or virtually no preparation.  Of course, you may like to involve students or elaborate on the themes if you wish but otherwise this short presentation and the other morality tales that will follow over the next few weeks should provide a nice ‘thought for the day’ that pupils and teachers can take with them and mull over. 

This story can have a Christian moral with the face of Jesus being revealed at the end, or it can be an anonymous face and therefore more about how people help us to understand the world. 

Assembly
Today I would like to tell you the story of a young boy who, whilst staying with his Grandfather one summer’s day, announced that he was rather bored. 

Having already noticed the boy’s inactivity the Grandfather had been thinking of ways in which he might interest the boy. 
A retired graphic designer, the Grandfather had a trick or two up his sleeve and set about thinking of ways that he might occupy the boy’s mind.  

Drawing a few sketches and asking the boy to guess what he was drawing before he finished was usually a favourite but today he was busy and didn’t have as much time to spend with his Grandson.  

Thinking on his feet, he turned his attention to some magazines that stood upright on the bookshelf in the living room and started flicking through some of them.  

Having found a suitable spot in one of the magazines he then went to his study, whereupon he detached a double centre-page and set it on his drawing board.  A skilled draftsman, he took a scalpel and started cutting sharp, meandering lines horizontally across the page, repeating the process vertically down the page as well.  The result of this activity was that very soon he had hundreds of jigsaw shapes appearing on the table before him. 

After around 5 minutes he called the boy into the room.  There on a table he had shuffled the hundreds of tiny pieces of paper.  

“Right, here you go,” he told his Grandson. “Have a go at this.” 

When the boy saw the pieces of paper he immediately gathered the purpose and size of the task.   Upon close examination he realised that he was expected to complete this paper jigsaw.  But what was the image? 
“It’s a map of the world” said the Grandfather.  “Good luck.” 

Expecting the task to take him a good couple of hours at least, the Grandfather was surprised when after just half an hour the boy came into the room to announce that he had completed the task.  

The Grandfather was astonished and questioned the boy as to whether he was actually telling the truth.  To which he soon found himself being led to the room where he discovered that, yes, the boy had indeed managed to complete the task.  What’s more, scrutinizing the jigsaw at close quarters he saw that every piece was in its correct place.
Now thinking that the boy was some sort of genius, he enquired as to how he had managed to finish it so quickly.  The boy gave his answer. 

“Well, Granddad, when I started the puzzle I thought ‘there’s no way I’ll be able to do this, especially without a picture to guide me.’  However, I noticed that on the underside of the pieces there was another picture.  It looked a lot easier than the map of the world you gave me.  And so I started to put those together and soon I realised that it was the face of a man.  * (That man was Jesus).  It didn’t take too long from there and when I finished I taped it together and turned it around.

 “So you see, only by putting the face together could I then go on and make sense of the world.” 
This story, as noted above, can be used to impart a religious message or a philosophical one.  In the case of the former you should keep the words in parentheses and build on the theme that the words and actions of Jesus can help ease the confusion we feel when trying to make sense of a world that can seem so confusing and at times, so hostile.  
Or, it can be pointed out that people can help us make sense of the world.  Our parents, other family members or friends – the ones that we really respond to – are there to help us draw understanding about what life is all about.  It is worthwhile thinking of the good things that these people have done, considering their selfless acts and how these acts have benefited others.  When we think about these things the world becomes a much friendlier place providing a fertile environment in which we can flourish.  


