This is a story about confusing the things we want with the things we need.  You could hand this over to students to present and they could share the presentation by reading alternate paragraphs.

They could begin by playing the first verse and chorus of the song “You Can’t Always Get What You Want” by The Rolling Stones.  They could then throw open the question as to what is the difference between needing and wanting, asking pupils to think about this whilst the assembly is in progress.  At the end of the assembly it would be interesting for pupils to discover if they had the same opinion as the assembly presenters.  
Or / Also 
Another way to begin this assembly would be to ask pupils to name five things that they really need at the moment.  They don’t have to make a note, just a mental list.  
Assembly
This is the story of an artist who decided to spend a day composing a picture of the chalky, white cliffs that were to be found on the coastline a few miles from where she lived. 

Having previously located the perfect spot from which to compose her scene she decided that the best way to reach the spot was by foot and so she set out early, walking a few miles along country roads and a couple more across open fields. 
It was a perfect, sunny morning as the artist set up her easel, opened her box of coloured pastels and started shading her backgrounds of light blue sky and deep green sea.

After adding the outline and shading the grass towards the left hand side and back of the frame she became somewhat dismayed to discover that she had not packed any white coloured pastels.  

It was, by now, mid-morning so if she set out for home by foot she wouldn’t get back until late afternoon, by which time the light she wanted would have gone.  

However, she had no option and so, feeling extremely annoyed with herself, she packed up her things and headed for home. 

Before she had got very far, though, it hit her.  Where would she find the colour to match that of the cliffs?  Why, under her very feet, of course.  The white chalk of which the cliffs were composed was underneath her – in fact, it was everywhere.  And it was for this reason that she had not noticed it immediately.  

It was so obvious that she was blinded to the fact that the very thing she needed most was all around her.   

____________________________________________________________________

It doesn’t take a lot to realise what the moral of this story is.  It is saying that although there are many things in life that we want, the most important, fundamental things we need are all around us.  And that, strange as it may seem, is the problem!   These things are so obviously present and apparent that we often take them for granted. 
It is only when we fear that these things might be taken away that we start to realise how important they are to us. 

So having food, a roof over our heads, a loving family and a network of friends that we like, love and trust are things that we simply do not fully appreciate at times.  

Instead, we focus on the many things that we think we need like the latest i-Pod or the clothes that we feel will ingratiate us with a certain group of people - or raise us above them in the social pecking order. 
Although we should not be too hard on ourselves for desiring such things it should be remembered that these things are things that we want, and not what we need.  
Why we want such things is down to our human nature so once we have had our needs met i.e. a roof over our heads, food, heating, the love of a family and friends, then we embark on another set of supposed needs and it is here that we have to be careful, for the things that we desire can make us happy or extremely miserable. 

One of the greatest desires among young people embarking on the world of work these days is the desire to be famous.  Yet most people wanting this are not quite sure how they are going to achieve it.  Many have no idea whatsoever.  
Wanting to make your money from playing music or from acting may be commendable – particularly considering the competition and the difficulties in making a decent living from either.  However, if we only want to excel in either of these fields because we want the world to know our name, then we should be prepared for disappointment. 
This kind of warning can be applicable for any kind of job.  The student who works hard to become a doctor because it’s what their mother did should really take care to make sure they’re choosing the right career path.  If their efforts are due to them wanting to please or to gain the approval of their parents, and not because they actually have a love of and fascination with medicine, then they will be heading for a life that will be both unhappy and unfulfilled.

So, as you can see, it really is important to realise the difference between what we need and what we want.  Knowing the difference and making the distinction between them can have long term affects that can influence our lives for better – or worse.   
