Celebrating the anniversary of The Goon Show which was first aired on 28/05/1951.  This assembly shows how individuality and humour can shape the way we look at things. It also celebrates intelligence in comedy.  The Goons pushed the boundaries and inspired generations of comedians after them, not to mention other artists like The Beatles.  With Spike Milligan widely regarded as the pioneer of alternative comedy The Goon Show’s legacy is that what was once considered a cult is now the mainstream and comedy based on lewd stereotypes, both sexual and racial, can now hardly be found on our television screens at all: a huge and most valuable contribution to our culture, I’m sure most would agree….

_____________________________________________________________________

If you happen to have two aspiring comedians in school - and we’re sure you have - you may want to get them to deliver this sketch.  It’s a great example of how a little surrealism can bend the mind and make us laugh at the same time.  Obviously we suggest that your volunteers change some of the language to give it a contemporary feel.  Other than that they can change the names and adapt it to whichever kinds of characters they want to lampoon.  They could be 2 Emo kids, 2 Hip-Hop fans… Let them decide, the writing gives them the opportunity to be flexible.  
Sketch

Bluebottle: What time is it Eccles? 

Eccles: Err, just a minute. I've got it written down here on a piece of paper. A nice man wrote the time down for me this morning. 

Bluebottle: Eeuughh. Then why do you carry it around with you, Eccles? 

Eccles: Well, if anybody asks me the time, I can show it to them. 

Bluebottle: Wait a minute Eccles, my good man... 

Eccles: What is it fellow? 

Bluebottle: It's writted on this bit of paper, what is eight o'clock, is writted. 

Eccles: I know that my good fellow. That's right. When I asked the fella to write it down, it was eight o'clock. 

Bluebottle: Well then, supposing when somebody asks you the time, it isn't eight o'clock? 

Eccles: Then I don't show it to them. 

Bluebottle: Well how do you know when it's eight o'clock? 

Eccles: I've got it written down on a piece of paper! 

Bluebottle: Oh, I wish I could afford a piece of paper with the time written on. 

Eccles: Oohhhh. 

Bluebottle: 'Ere Eccles? 

Eccles: Yah. 

Bluebottle: Let me hold that piece of paper to my ear would you? - 'Ere. This piece of paper ain't goin'. 

Eccles: What? I've been sold a forgery! 

Bluebottle: No wonder it stopped at eight o'clock. 

Eccles: Oh dear. 

Bluebottle: You should get one of them tings my grandad's got. 

Eccles: Oooohhh? 

Bluebottle: His firm give it to him when he re-tired. 

Eccles: Oooohhh?? 

Bluebottle: It's one of dem tings what it is that wakes you up at eight o'clock, boils the kettule, and pours a cuppa tea. 

Eccles: Ohhh yeah! What's it called? Um...... 

Bluebottle: My gran-ma. 

Eccles: Ohh... Ohh, ah wait a minute. How does she know when it's eight o'clock? 

Bluebottle: She's got it written down on a piece of paper!

____________________________________________________________________

If using the sketch above, say that it is from The Goon Show which is 57 years old this week…

Ppt 1 

This week marks the 57th anniversary since The Goon Show was first broadcast on radio.  A truly innovative show, it changed comedy in our country forever, inspiring comedians from the 1960s through to the arrival of ‘alternative’ comedy in the 80s and on to the present day. 
Ppt 2

In fact, it could be argued that such was their influence, they changed British culture irrevocably, influencing artists across all the spheres as well as entertaining millions of British people including members of the Royal family.
Ppt 3

The main driving force behind The Goons was Spike Milligan who was born Terence Alan Milligan on April 16 1918.  The son of an army captain Milligan was born and brought up in Ahmadnagar in India until the family returned to England in 1933.  

A keen and skilled musician, Milligan studied at Lewisham Polytechnic while playing the trumpet in local jazz bands.

He was conscripted to the army at the outbreak of the Second World War and in his book, ‘Hitler: My Part in His Downfall’ he described how excited he was to be leaving for such an adventure.  

Milligan served in the Royal Artillery in Italy and North Africa where he met a man who was to become one of his closest collaborators, Harry Secombe.  However, although he did have many adventures during the war – a time which also saw him writing and appearing in many entertainment reviews and playing in various dance and jazz bands, Milligan suffered a nervous breakdown which saw him hospitalized.  Diagnosed with shell shock, he was somewhat cruelly demoted upon release from hospital.  

Ppt 4

After the war, Harry Secombe introduced Milligan to Peter Sellers and Michael Bentine and comedy history was made.

Ppt 5

They performed as a quartet in the Grafton Arms pub in London's Victoria, which led to the radio show The Crazy People, which was renamed The Goon Show after the success of its first series led the BBC to drop its objection to the name.

Ppt 6

The show itself was anarchic and irreverent, drawing heavily on surrealism and the absurd - not to mention a propensity to lampoon stereotypical British figures of authority. 
One of the many great things about the series was that it challenged what many perceived to be long held truths about class and hierarchical structures.  It was typical that chief writer Milligan used it to poke fun of the more pompous figures in positions of authority and he also challenged the BBC which was very set in its ways and wanted things done in a certain way.  

Ppt 7

Sometimes Milligan used spoonerisms – swapping the first letters of words to create another meaning – or other plays on words to make rather lewd jokes that only the well-informed would pick up. 

The humour of the show was intelligent and moved away from the very light ‘age of innocence’ humour that was to be found in the music halls during the post war years.  For example, its surrealism was skilfully crafted.  In all art forms there has to be an element of truth or reality in the material for the surrealism to work and The Goon Show credited its audience with the intelligence to find out where the jokes were and who and what they were about. 

Ppt 8

Also, the show was pioneering in the way that it actually used radio.  Weird and wonderful locations were reached utilizing the skills of the sound effects crew.  The many new sound effects that were created were used on different radio shows for years to come. 

Bentine left early on, on good terms, leaving the three remaining Goons to continue.  

Unfortunately for Spike Milligan, though, the pressure of writing the show single handed - plus performing - took its toll, and he suffered another breakdown during the making of the 3rd series.  He was diagnosed with Bipolar disorder and was hospitalized during the 3rd series missing 12 shows.  Apparently, during this time, he had attempted to kill Peter Sellers - with a potato peeler – but as he made his way to the Sellers household, Milligan's wife managed to telephone ahead before he arrived at the door.  
Ppt 9
Sellers was equally, if not more, prone to eccentricity, once appearing at Milligan’s door in the middle of the night completely naked and asking of Milligan if he could recommend a good tailor.  
Ppt 10

The Goon Show came to an end in 1960 having run for an incredible 238 episodes plus 12 specials.  

During the 1970s Milligan made numerous series of his programme Q, which mixed surreal, freeform humour with some more experimental ideas that didn’t always catch fire.  

Ppt 11

Bentine, meanwhile, made several series of  his highly acclaimed children’s tv programme, Michael Bentine’s Potty Time...  
Ppt 12

…whereas Secombe forged a career as an all-round entertainer, as much in demand for his tenor vocal skills as his comic ability.  

Ppt 13

Meanwhile, Peter Sellers became a world star, appearing in blockbuster comedies like The Pink Panther films in which he played the hapless French investigator, Inspector Clouseau.  
Ppt 14

Despite going their separate ways, the four Goons remained close friends for the remainder of their lives.  All have now passed away with Milligan being the last to do so aged 83.  He had once said he wanted to die before Harry Secombe because he didn’t want Secombe singing at his funeral.  This wish was thwarted however when a Secombe song was played over the public address system.  

Ppt 15

Another death related quip of Milligan’s was that he wanted his headstone to bear the words "I told you I was ill."  Unfortunately the Diocese in the area where he was buried refused to allow this epitaph and so a compromise was reached with the Irish translation appearing plus the additional words, in English, "Love, light, peace".  This was the sign-off the Milligan used on all correspondence to friends and loved ones. 
Ppt 16

It is no exaggeration to say that The Goons were so inspirational that they changed much about British culture.  
Ppt 17

The show directly inspired the Monty Python team who then went on to inspire numerous other comedians like Steve Coogan and Eddie Izzard.  
Ppt 18

Peter Cook, a legendary comic voice who rose to prominence in 60s, was a huge fan of The Goons and as a student once sent a script to Milligan who thought it was a bit too much like the material in The Goon show.  Cook, far from being hurt by the comparison was overjoyed and would soon go on to meet Milligan, his hero.  

Ppt 19

Peter Cook, like the Monty Python team  (many of whom he collaborated with in the 1960s) went on to push the boundaries of comedy to the limits, thus inspiring many more future comedians like Chris Morris who was behind the 1990s hit shows On the Hour, The Day Today and Brass Eye. 
Ppt 20

And it wasn’t only aspiring comedians who were inspired.  John Lennon, as a schoolboy, used to write spoof newspaper articles and then bring them in to read to his school friends.  He would later admit that it was amazing just how like The Goon Show those articles were.  

Ppt 21

Throughout the 60s the Beatles released a single each Christmas featuring messages and jokes and these, too, were heavily influenced by The Goons.  

Ppt 22

Milligan was well aware of the debt of gratitude comedians and artists felt they owed him but he never aligned himself with any particular group in order to garner popularity from younger audiences.  Instead, he remained resolutely individual and firmly unpredictable.  
Perhaps the only down point in his career came during the 70s when some of his television work was, to be kind, badly-judged.  However, with hindsight we can now see that it must have been difficult for him, having once been the torch bearer for a whole generation, now having to adapt to changing attitudes in society and television.  Funnily enough, at this time he was enjoying a purple patch as a writer of prose that managed to be moving and hysterically funny at the same time. 

Ppt 23

An example of his individuality and unpredictable nature could be seen upon his being given a lifetime achievement award at the British Comedy Awards in 1994.  As the compere read out a letter of congratulations from HRH Prince Charles, Milligan referred to him in less than flattering terms, alluding to the fact that the Prince was grovelling.  The two were actually friends, Prince Charles having been a fan of The Goon Show from childhood. 

Ppt 24

Milligan wrote to Charles soon afterwards saying “I suppose a Knighthood’s out of the question, now” Charles’ response was “Not if you keep on grovelling.” 

Ppt 25

The Goon Show is a great example of how the fortunate meeting of a group of people led to unexpected and great things.  It also reminds us how everything we absorb on a day to day basis is inspired or informed by that which is around us or which has gone before.  
Perhaps The Goons’ biggest legacy is that by introducing intelligence to mainstream comedy they would inspire future generations of well-informed minds to create comedy rich with acute observation, thus pushing aside the kinds of comedy that played on racial and sexual stereotypes. 

Ppt 26

Celebrating the show also reminds us also how we respond to people who can make us laugh.  When we think about those who were drawn into the world of The Goon Show; brilliant comic minds; famous musicians; royalty – it reminds us to consider that if we’ve got something to say, then saying it in a humorous way just might may just persuade others to listen.  
____________________________________________________________________

Further exploration.

Many years have passed since the series began and, for this reason, you may find it difficult to relate to much the humour of The Goon Show.  However, you never know until you try so have a look at the links below. 

Internet

The Official Goon Show Website:  Everything you need to know about The Goons is here.  
http://www.thegoonshow.net/
Other than that there are numerous sites with archive and links. 
You Tube
There’s loads on You Tube so start here and navigate away.  This has an animation to accompany the original radio recording.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSSGiA4f5cs
To see Spike Milligan in his latter years, this clip from Room 101 shows how funny he remained to his last days. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7h1Ej9vZNQ
Reading
Copied and pasted from Amazon
All the war memoirs are brilliant but Adolph Hitler… is the first one and therefore the best place to start. Puckoon is also brilliant.  The Spike Milligan Letters found at the very bottom of this list is a window into the soul.  
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Adolf Hitler: My Part in His Downfall by Spike Milligan (Paperback - 22 Feb 1973)
Buy new: £6.99 £5.49    100 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £1.50 (21%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Silly Verse for Kids (Puffin Books) by Spike Milligan (Paperback - 25 Jan 1973)
Buy new: £4.99 £4.49    56 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £0.50 (10%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.

[image: image4.png]


 (11) 



	3. 




Rommel? Gunner Who?: A Confrontation in the Desert by Spike Milligan and Jack Hobbs (Paperback - 25 Mar 1976)
Buy new: £7.99 £5.99    183 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £2.00 (25%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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The Bible According to Spike Milligan by Spike Milligan (Mass Market Paperback - 28 Jul 1994)
Buy new: £7.99 £5.99    70 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £2.00 (25%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Puckoon by Spike Milligan (Paperback - 25 Jan 1973)
Buy new: £7.99 £5.99    60 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £2.00 (25%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Where Have All the Bullets Gone? by Spike Milligan (Paperback - 26 Jun 1986)
Buy new: £7.99 £5.99    137 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £2.00 (25%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Monty, His Part in My Victory: War Biography Vol. 3 by Spike Milligan and Jack Hobbs (Paperback - 3 Jan 1978)
Buy new: £7.99 £5.99    176 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £2.00 (25%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Peace/War Autobiography: Peace Work v. 7 by Spike Milligan (Paperback - 26 Nov 1992)
Buy new: £7.99 £5.99    46 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £2.00 (25%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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The Essential Spike Milligan by Eddie Izzard and Spike Milligan (Paperback - 2 Jun 2003)
Buy new: £8.99 £6.99    173 Used & new from £0.01
You save: £2.00 (22%) 
Get it by Friday, April 25 if you order in the next 22 hours and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Box 18: The Unpublished Spike Milligan by Spike Milligan and Norma Farnes (Hardcover - 16 Oct 2006)
Buy new: £18.99 £13.29    60 Used & new from £0.90
You save: £5.70 (30%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Hidden Words: Collected Poems by Spike Milligan (Paperback - 4 Dec 1997)
Buy new: £7.99 £5.99    24 Used & new from £1.08
You save: £2.00 (25%) 
Get it by Thursday, April 24 if you order in the next 1 hour and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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Spike Milligan : The Family Album : An Illustrated Autobiography by Spike Milligan (Hardcover - 21 Oct 1999)
Buy new: £20.00 £13.00    39 Used & new from £2.98
You save: £7.00 (35%) 
Get it by Friday, April 25 if you order in the next 22 hours and choose express delivery.

Eligible for FREE Super Saver Delivery.
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The Spike Milligan Letters by Norma Farnes and Spike Milligan (Hardcover - 1978)
4 Used & new from £3.99



