Commemorating 44 years since the assassination of John F Kennedy. 

Ppt 1

On November 22, 1963, when he was hardly past his first thousand days in office, John Fitzgerald Kennedy the 35th President of the USA, was killed by an assassin's bullets as his motorcade wound through Dallas, Texas. Kennedy was the youngest man elected President and he was the youngest to die.

Ppt 2

Of Irish descent, Kennedy was born in Brookline, Massachusetts, on May 29, 1917. Graduating from Harvard in 1940, he entered the Navy. In 1943, when his PT boat was rammed and sunk by a Japanese destroyer, Kennedy, despite grave injuries, led the survivors through perilous waters to safety.

Ppt 3
Back from the war, he became a Democratic Congressman from the Boston area, advancing in 1953 to the Senate. He married Jacqueline Bouvier on September 12, 1953. In 1955, while recuperating from a back operation, he wrote Profiles in Courage, which won the Pulitzer Prize in history.

In 1956 Kennedy almost gained the Democratic nomination for Vice President, and four years later was a first-ballot nominee for President. 

Ppt 4

These days we are used to seeing politicians on television.  In our country we see opposition leaders going head to head in the house of commons on the news almost on a daily basis.  In the USA, before every election, the two presidential candidates have a series of live debates in front of an attendant audience plus millions of tv viewers across the country.  

Ppt 5

1960, however, represented the first time this debate had taken place and Kennedy can be credited, if that is the right word, with being the first presidential candidate to cotton on to the fact that a good image can mean everything.  

Ppt 6

In front of an audience of millions, Kennedy wore a sharp suit and had his image tailored to make the best possible impact.  His Republican opponent Richard Nixon, on the other hand, was not clean shaven, had shadows under his eyes and cut an altogether less impressive figure.  

The result was that Kennedy emerged from the debate much the stronger and more impressive candidate in the eyes of the American people.  Those who listened to the debate on the radio, however, preferred the debating style of Nixon!  No matter, when the elections came around, Kennedy won  by a narrow margin, becoming America’s first Roman Catholic President.   

Ppt 7 

It would be remiss to think of Kennedy simply as an astute young man playing off a strong media persona, however.  Many of his goals and political aspirations were based on a strong sense of justice and compassion for people of all backgrounds and this served as a refreshing alternative to some of the more traditional intentions of the political status quo.  
Ppt 8

Indeed, his Inaugural Address offered the memorable injunction: "Ask not what your country can do for you--ask what you can do for your country." This followed on the heels of the speech he made when accepting the candidacy for President.  In this speech he spoke of a ‘new frontier’, though this was not to be the physical frontier conquered by America’s forefathers but rather a series of challenges that America had to face including problems of poverty and also the challenges facing the civil rights movement which fought for the rights of black Americans.  He was also interested in space and vowed that by the end of the 1960s America would put a man on the moon. 
His vision of America extended to the quality of the national culture and the central role of the arts in a vital society.  
He also wished America to resume its old mission as the first nation dedicated to the revolution of human rights. With the Alliance for Progress and the Peace Corps, he brought American idealism to the aid of developing nations. But the hard reality of the Communist challenge remained.

Feel free to ignore these next three paragraphs.  Particularly if you covered the Cuban Missile Crisis Assembly 
Ppt 9
Shortly after his inauguration, Kennedy permitted a band of Cuban exiles, already armed and trained, to invade their homeland. The attempt to overthrow the regime of Fidel Castro was a failure. Soon thereafter, the Soviet Union renewed its campaign against West Berlin. Kennedy replied by reinforcing the Berlin garrison and increasing the Nation's military strength, including new efforts in outer space. Confronted by this reaction, Moscow, after the erection of the Berlin Wall, relaxed its pressure in central Europe.

Ppt 10

Instead, the Russians now sought to install nuclear missiles in Cuba. When this was discovered by air reconnaissance in October 1962, Kennedy imposed a quarantine on all offensive weapons bound for Cuba. While the world trembled on the brink of nuclear war, the Russians backed down and agreed to take the missiles away. The American response to the Cuban crisis evidently persuaded Moscow of the futility of nuclear blackmail.

Ppt 11

Kennedy now contended that both sides had a vital interest in stopping the spread of nuclear weapons and slowing the arms race--a contention which led to the test ban treaty of 1963. The months after the Cuban crisis showed significant progress toward his goal of "a world of law and free choice, banishing the world of war and coercion." His administration thus saw the beginning of new hope for both the equal rights of Americans and the peace of the world.
Assassination 

Ppt 12

The assassination of John F Kennedy occurred in Dallas, Texas, a city not known for its love of liberal politicians or indeed anyone whose political beliefs leaned to the left of centre.  Some of Kennedy’s advisors were worried that visiting the city, especially in an open top car, could pose a security threat.  And so it came to pass.

Having given a breakfast speech first thing in the morning, Kennedy’s plane touched down in Dallas Love Field airport and after a meet and greet with members of the public, the presidential motorcade took off for a tour through the city.  

Ppt 13

It was as the cars cruised down Dealey Plaza that shots were heard to ring out and it was soon obvious that the President was in severe danger.  Having seemingly suffered a wound in the throat, Kennedy was seen in the car with his fists clenched and shoulders hunched.  
Ppt 14

Seconds later, his head sustained a gunshot wound which caused his immediate death. 
As his wife, Jackie, clambered first onto the trunk of the car, and then back beside her dead husband, the motorcade sped off towards the nearest hospital.  
Ppt 15

All attempts to revive the president were in vain and soon a stunned world was being informed of his death.  

It would be reasonable to think that the person or people responsible for shooting the most powerful and well known political figure in the world would be found, arrested and tried in a court of law, yet to this day mystery and intrigue surround the death of John F Kennedy.
Ppt 16
Yes, in the immediate aftermath of the assassination, a suspect was arrested and charged – even if it took a journalist to break to the news to the defendant.  In the now famous film clip the suspect, Lee Harvey Oswald, was paraded in front of the world’s media where he was informed of his suspected guilt by a newsman covering the story.  On close inspection of this film clip you can see that Oswald is surprised by this announcement, giving the look of a man who has little knowledge of what is going on around him.  
Ppt 17

Oswald never stood trial for just 2 days later he was shot and killed, live on television by local nightclub owner, Jack Ruby – a man with mafia connections who was renowned for his hatred of Kenney.  By way of explanation for his actions Ruby cited the spurious desire to give Kennedy’s wife and children justice.  
Despite a whole host of circumstances pointing out that it would have been impossible for Lee Harvey Oswald to have carried out the assassination, including his whereabouts at the time of the killing and the fact that the murder weapon was faulty, a commission set up to investigate the assassination stated that Oswald was responsible for the killing and that he acted alone.  

However, the House Select Committee on Assassinations declared in 1979 that there may have been a conspiracy.

Those of us who have seen the Oliver Stone film JFK may concur with this, but although it may be an excellent example of film making, the film is littered with historical inaccuracies.  
Ppt 18

Other leads point in the direction of the Mafia and also to Vice President Lyndon B Johnson who took Kennedy’s Presidential mantel just hours later.  A ruthless politician who hated the Kennedy clan, it is said that he forced Jackie Kennedy to pose in the picture of him being sworn in on Air Force 1 to give credence to his reign as president.

Other theories nod to Cuba and also to the American secret services.  
Ppt 19

Amazingly forty four years on we still don’t know who killed John F Kennedy –  a man who despite his faults, ushered in a new modern approach to politics and whose death plunged America into a state of mourning it had not previously known.  

Next year will mark the 45th anniversary of Kennedy’s assassination and this will no doubt be accompanied by a range of tv programmes and newspaper articles examining the evidence again.  How much closer to the truth we will manage to get, it is impossible to say.  

It should be our hope that one day all people will know exactly who was responsible for the assassination and why it was felt that it had to be carried out.  At this juncture, however, to expect any kind of openness or honesty from those American officials who must surely know what happened, would seem a desire that can best be described as misguided.   

Viewing: 
Film

Oliver Stone’s JFK: If only to arouse intrigue.  Littered with historical inaccuracies, it still makes for compelling viewing.  

You Tube 
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=TpicOfFajNE
This clip shows the moment the shooting was announced to the world, followed by an interview with Abraham Zapruder, whose film can be seen in this clip.  If you feel it is inappropriate for your students to view it, please remove this link.  
For a very interesting segment of film which says that JFK’s bodyguards were ordered to stay away from his car moments before the assassination click on to the following.
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=UFpPjjKdUds 

http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=tjphDSY5QJ4
The killing of Lee Harvey Oswald.

And 2 days earlier, Oswald proclaims his innocence.

http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZYAIiErTNg
For something completely different try 
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=xYfoj4IGrr4
It’s the toe-curling moment when Marilyn Monroe sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to JFK.  Their relationship and her death is another conspiracy-packed series of events. 
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=9zd4r4O0o_Y
For those hoping the truth will come out some day, some words from Jack Ruby. 
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=Kza-iTe2100 

Kennedy’s moon landing pledge plus the moment of truth in 1969, six years after Kennedy’s death.

Websites 
JFK Websites

http://www.jfkmurdersolved.com/film/Zapruderstable.mov
You’ll never see it clearer than here.  The Zapruder film close up.

http://www.assassinationscience.com/johncostella/jfk/intro/index.html
And after that, this – an excellent site which is well worth close examination.  It actually states that the Zapruder film was not only altered but is a complete fake.  Accompanies the book The Great Zapruder Film Hoax edited by Professor James H Fetzer.

http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/home.htm
The Kennedy Assassination site.  “This web site is dedicated to debunking the mass of misinformation and disinformation surrounding the murder of JFK.”  It’s an impressive and exhaustive site with numerous links and related pages and it will chew up hours of your time getting through even part of it.  Well worth a trawl through to counterbalance much of the other content you’ll find on the web.

http://www.jfkin61.com/photo_speech/photos.html
This site is packed with hundreds of easily accessible photographs as well as containing many of Kennedy’s most famous speeches, either as written documents, or recorded passages that can be listened to.  Of the latter you can listen to him accepting the Democratic nomination, his inaugral speech as President, his awe-inspiring ‘space race’ speech, his address to the nation during the Cuban Missile Crisis and his address to the people of West Berlin.  Excellent material.  Requires Realtime.

http://urbanlegends.about.com/cs/historical/a/jfk_berliner.htm
For all those still convinced that JFK announced to a stunned German public that he was not a citizen of the city of Berlin, but a Jellied Doughnut, here’s the proof that, though it may be fun to ridicule from the sidelines, it doesn’t mean to say you’ll be right for doing so.  

http://faculty.uml.edu/sgallagher/happybday.htm
And for those who still wonder if there was anything ‘going on’ between the president and Hollywood starlet and legend, Marilyn Monroe, take a look at this video clip.  Perhaps providing more questions than answers this clip makes for electric, if rather uncomfortable viewing, particularly in light of the MC’s now rather barbed introduction.  What Mrs Kennedy made of all this, we can only imagine.

http://www.chron.com/content/chronicle/special/jfk/timeline/index.html
Easy to view timeline of series of events and activities undertaken by JFK and Oswald.  Not the most comprehensive site but it does have some good links to click onto for more information.  

http://www.envasion.net/2000/jfk.html
For the real answer to the mystery of the assassination, check out this site – perhaps the only voice of reason amongst the paranoid warblings and hysterical rantings of the conspiracy theorists.   If you believe in time travel.

http://roswell.fortunecity.com/angelic/96/pctime.htm
More detailed timeline of events on the day of the assassination and the days that followed. All sources are noted though the main site from which it comes from is quesionable.

http://www.jfk-online.com/jfk100menu.html
The JFK 100 site.  “One hundred errors of fact and judgement in Oliver Stone’s JFK.”  Does what it says on the tin. 

http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/scenes.htm
Decent enough site that also examines discrepancies between Oliver Stone’s JFK and actual events.  Links will take you further into a range of connected themes and areas.  This page is a link from the Kennedy Assassination site.

http://home.cfl.rr.com/mayhr01/dallastop.html
Interesting little site with stills images of the main landmarks connected to the assassination and subsequent events.

http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/JFK.html
Got confused watching JFK and haven’t got access to the movie?  Then click onto this site where the script can be accessed for all the nitty gritty details.

http://www.jfk-online.com/garrison.html
Perfect site for those who want to know more about Jim Garrison.  With page upon page of information about the JFK protagonist it also provides comprehensive archive from the Clay Shaw trial including testimonies from witnesses.  The detail may take some wading through but it’s an excellent site.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio2/r2music/documentaries/jfk/jfk_timeline.shtml
Somewhat lightweight in the light of some of the other sites you will use, this BBC resource, nevertheless, is easy to navigate and at least comes from a trusty source.  Some useful links at the bottom of page.

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nsa/cuba_mis_cri/43.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nsa/cuba_mis_cri/photos.htm&h=668&w=910&sz=274&tbnid=o2SGrUsDHZ4J:&tbnh=107&tbnw=146&hl=en&start=7&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcuban%2Bmissile%2Bcrisis%2B%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DN
Oop!   Keying in even half of this address still didn’t get me to the site so just click on or email to friends / students.  Good collection of archive security shots relating to the Cuban Missile Crisis.  Initially accessed this site via Google images.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/state/monarchs_leaders/kennedy_cuban_missile_01.shtml
Excellent little BBC site about Cuban Missile Crisis with cold war timeline and video footage easily accessed.  

http://www.jfk-online.com/jfk100badge.html
Again, with reference to the film JFK, this site looks at the (im)probability of the existence of ‘Badgeman’.  From the JFK 100 site (see above)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/3223028.stm
BBC site with images and sound revisiting the moment that JFK was shot and how the news was announced to BBC radio listeners.  Good links including recollections of prominent people about the day’s events.  Concise and definitely worth visiting.   

http://www.jfk-assassination.de/media/photos/magic.php
Magic bullet theory plus various other aspects and photos.

