The Guildford Pub Bombings and the Guildford 4 
This is rather long and different people will want to edit out different parts.  It may seem critical of the British Police and the Judicial system, and let’s face it, in light of the events, it should be.  

The reason for writing this assembly, however, is that it discusses a very important piece of British legal and social history. 
Also, however, I thought it was only right that, having celebrated the heroic acts of others in other assemblies, various governments around the world, and their systems of operation have been criticised.  However, I do not think it is healthy to criticise other people’s governments or systems of justice without having a look at our own fallibilities.  

I also happen to think it’s a very valuable lesson to know that such things happened / happen in this country; it forces people to question events on their own doorstep.   The book which it could be said campaigned on behalf of the Guildford 4, Trial and Error by Robert Kee, made a huge impression on a large number of people and I think high school children should be aware of what the country was like then and how they think it has and hasn’t differed.  

There is an obvious link to the biggest news story of the year at the end of the assembly  - draw your own conclusions – and I think it is  healthy to point out that just because a crime has been committed, rounding up the nearest suspect out of desperation, persisting with enquiries even though there is no evidence and thereafter condemning them to a trial by media, is no way to deliver justice in the absence of a guilty party.  

Another point made is that, in the light of so many convictions being overturned since the release of the Guildford 4, the Police in this country have changed the way they question suspects and so have benefited from some serious self-examination.  

The final, awful point is that justice has not been done for the victims of the bombings, their families or their loved ones - even though the known perpetrators of the crime confessed to the police soon after the Guildford 4 were convicted.  Even now, it seems British Justice is more concerned with its image than with the realities of truth and justice.  

There is no Power Point presentation for this assembly.  I tried gathering and ordering images to accompany the paragraphs but found the images either very violent (the bombings) or not applicable to the words being spoken.  I think, therefore, that this assembly can do without pictures, though the attached shot of Gerry Conlon being released from prison serves as an iconic image to show at the end, or if desired, throughout.   
FJ, Dragonfly Training.

Teaching points:

Accountability

Justice 

The need for redemption 

Liberty and the loss of it

Our desire to find scapegoats 
October marks two anniversaries connected to the Guildford pub bombings.  The 5th of October marks 33 years since the atrocities were carried out and the 19th of October marks 18 years since the people convicted of the crimes, who became known as the Guildford 4, had their convictions overturned. 
On October 5th 1974, the country recoiled in shock and horror when two bombs planted by the IRA exploded in two pubs in the town of Guildford.  5 people were killed and many more were injured.  
Many of the victims were soldiers back from duty in Northern Ireland. 

The first bomb exploded in the Horse and Groom pub just before 8.30pm, destroying the front of the building and shattering the windows of neighbouring shops. 

A second bomb exploded half an hour later in the nearby Seven Stars pub. Most of the casualties were the result of the initial bomb, which went off without warning. 

David Howell, former Minister for Northern Ireland described his horror at the injuries caused by the bombs, saying;  

"I'm afraid I thought I'd seen the last of this in Belfast. It's quite clear that we must hunt down the maniacs and the animals who would do this kind of thing." 

Senior police officers suspected immediately that, given the severity of the explosions and choice of targets, the attacks were likely to be the work of the Irish Republican Army, also known as The Provisional IRA. 
The republican bombing campaign had intensified on mainland Britain during the previous two years. In March 1973 a bomb exploded at the Old Bailey killing one man and injuring 230.  And earlier in the year 12 people died in February when a bomb exploded on a bus carrying servicemen and their families on the M62. 
With the whole country outraged by the bombings the pressure was on to catch the perpetrators of the crime and when the police were found to be interviewing three Irish men and an English woman in relation to the bombings, there was much relief, much as there was revulsion and contempt aimed at these people when they were charged and their identities released to the public. 

The four people were Paul Hill, Gerry Conlon, Patrick 'Paddy' Armstrong and Carole Richardson.  They were to become known as the Guildford 4.  Hill and Armstrong were also charged with the bombings that took place a month later at the Kings Arms in Woolwich.  
After their arrest, they confessed to the bombing but at the trial they claimed they had been tortured by police until they had agreed to sign the confessions.

They were convicted in October 1975 for murder and received the mandatory sentence of life imprisonment.  The judge, Justice Donaldson, expressed regret that the four had not been charged with treason, which then still had a mandatory death penalty.

However, there were many unsettling issues surrounding the trials and convictions – particularly the claims of torture.  If the police and the judicial system thought any doubts around the case would dissipate with the passing of time, they were to be mistaken.  
This was not the only high profile terrorist case involving IRA suspects.  As a case was building against the Guildford 4, a related group were also being questioned in relation to terrorist crimes.  This group consisting of 6 family members and a friend went on to become known as the Maguire 7 and they were arrested and then charged with possessing nitro-glycerine - which was allegedly passed to the IRA to make bombs. 
The police had become suspicious of Anne Maguire and her the family after it had been visited by Guiseppe Conlon, who had traveled to London to speak to solicitors who were defending his son, Gerry Conlon – one of the Guildford 4! 

Sensing that something was suspicious, the police had swooped on the Maguire household, searching for any clues that could connect them to IRA activities.  

After a lengthy investigation and trial, the 7, consisting of Anne Maguire, her husband, their two young sons, her brother, brother in law and a family friend were all convicted of supplying the IRA with materials to make bombs.  The adults were sentenced to 12 and 14 years, the youngest was sentenced to 4 years.  He was just 14 years old at the time. 
In both cases there were many fundamental aspects that pointed to the convictions being unsafe, but at the time these were either kept away from the court, or swept aside by a powerful prosecution in the court room.  

There can be little doubt that the majority of the British public would have assumed their guilt simply by dint of the fact that it would surely seem unfeasible to bring these people to trial if there was any doubt that they had committed the crimes.  

However, time and time again there was evidence to show that the case was riddled with holes.  

A most notable point that indicated that the police had the wrong people was that both Paddy Armstrong and Carole Richardson were involved in drugs.  As was understood by all at the time, the IRA would never employ the services of anyone with issues of addiction simply because these people would be the first to crack under interrogation when deprived of their drugs.  

Added to this was one witness who claimed to be with Carole Richardson in a location nowhere near the scene of the crime when the bombs would have been planted.  After making his claim, this witness was picked up on the streets by the police, deprived of a solicitor, interrogated for 75 hours, told he would be prosecuted for murder and also told that his wheelchair-bound mother would be set fire to.

Having retracted his statement, he did provide evidence in court which was ignored – even though he had photographic evidence to support his claim that Richardson was nowhere near the scene of the crime. 

This and dozens of other factors that pointed towards the innocence of 11 people in two cases went unheeded.  

Eventually after much persistence and lobbying from family groups, legal representatives and investigative journalists and 14 years after their convictions, the Guildford 4 were released from prison.   

Although confessions were discovered to have been tampered with by police, no prosecutions were ever brought against those who contrived to convict either the Guildford 4 or the Maguire 7, who, by this time had been released but whose convictions were overturned at a later date.  
As for Giuseppe Conlon, who came over to help his son whom he rightly believed to be innocent – he died in prison, never having tasted freedom after his wrongful imprisonment.
This case, and those that followed, contributed to a change of culture in the judicial system.  Police and forensic science witnesses were no longer considered infallible; confessions alone meant risky justice and there was a recognition that terrible mistakes had and could be made.  Prosecutors had to be more open and judges more sensitive. 

It is tempting to think that once they had been released, and after compensation payments had been made, the freed prisoners could settle down and enjoy their freedom.  This, unfortunately is rarely the case in such instances. 

When people have been deprived of so much of their lives in such a way, the consequences are devastating.
A psychiatrist at the Institute of Criminology at Cambridge, examined Conlon and four of the Birmingham Six – another group of Irish men imprisoned unjustly and who were released in 1991. He found that they were suffering from irreversible, persistent and disabling post-traumatic stress syndrome. He compared their mental state with that of brain damaged accident victims or people who had suffered war crimes. "It often made them impossible to live with," he said. 

With this in mind you would think that certain elements would leave these people in peace to rebuild their lives but anyone under this particular illusion should not forget the need for the press to sell newspapers.  
In 1991 The Sun newspaper ran a headline which featured a picture of Gerry Conlon on its front page.  Accusatory in nature, it claimed that Conlon had got drunk in a hotel and broken some furniture, the inference being that here was a man prone to acts of violence and who wasting the compensation paid to him by the Great British Public on drink.  Heaven forbid a tabloid journalist should ever do the same.  

The underlying twist of the piece though was far more sinister – that being that surely this man should still be in prison?  In some people’s eyes and in the event of no one being held accountable for such terrible crimes, those proven innocent, it seems, are still guilty, if only by association. 

____________________________________________________________________

It is important to remember the facts of these cases and to recognise the injustice experienced by those who suffered it; just as we should remember those who died as a result of the atrocities that were perpetrated.  Another sad fact resulting from the miscarriages of justice is that justice was never seen to be done on behalf of those who lost their lives in the bombings.  
We only need to look at recent events to see how the public, fuelled by the press, clamours for suspects to be rounded up, paraded publicly in front of us, charged, and imprisoned.  On top of that, these days we want all the details of their lives, in as much detail as possible.  Whether these people are guilty or not seems not to matter.  

When hysteria of this nature abounds, however, we are doomed to make false assumptions and in doing so, mould certain facts until they become unrecognizable from the truth.  One can understand the pressure police face when acting under such pressure but lying and fabricating evidence has proved to serve no one.  

Two final footnotes are that after seeing numerous convictions overturned, the British Police radically altered their methods of questioning and interrogation and their methods are now believed to be the most sophisticated in the world.  This change is a direct result of severe self-examination and the desire by the police force to put its own house in order. 

And the last point, however, is rather more depressing.  
A year after the Guildford 4 were imprisoned, an IRA gang who became known as the Balcombe Street 4 confessed to the crimes after being arrested by police for terrorist activities.  Their detailed confession which included a full breakdown of when and how the bombs were planted, how they were made and what they contained proved to the police, that at last, they had the people responsible for the Guildford and Woolwich bombings.  

But their delight was tempered by the fact that the Surrey constabulary had got it wrong.  Their mistake being no accident, the Balcombe gang’s confession was never accepted – even when spoken allowed by the four gang members in a British court of law.  
Therefore, it was to be another thirteen years before the innocent prisoners were released – even though the authorities knew they were innocent. 
Despite their confessions, the Balcombe 4 have never been tried for the Guildford bombings.  

And justice has not been seen to be done on behalf of their victims. 

Further Research 
http://www.innocent.org.uk/cases/guildford4/#the%20grauniad
An excellent site with good links to other elements of the case and other miscarriages of justice. 

http://www.innocent.org.uk/cases/guildford4/guildford4.pdf
Excellent for hard facts, this detailed Pdf document was accessed through the above site and tells how the prosecution contrived the evidence.  Look at page 11 for the account of the witness mentioned in the assembly and page 15 for the Balcombe Gang’s confession.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/march/4/newsid_4206000/4206569.stm
This BBC page reports how the Maguire 7 were convicted. The Police’s absolute affirmation that they have the right people is genuinely scary when you consider that they must have known the real truth of the matter. 
Books
Trial and Error: The Maguires, the Guildford Pub Bombings and British Justice by Robert Kee.  This book was written before the Guildford 4 and the Maguire 7 saw justice and is credited with bringing attention to both cases.  A stimulating, deeply disturbing and moving read. 
Proved Innocent: The Story of Gerry Conlon of the Guildford Four by Gerry Conlon.  Shocking first hand account of how Conlon and his father became embroiled in one of the country’s biggest miscarriages of justice.  
You Tube

Not a lot could be found on You Tube – in fact this is all that was available at the last check. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6uK-maOTLU From the BBC’s Rock and Roll Years series – Gerry Conlon’s release comes on 1 minute 52 seconds and it remains one of the iconic images of the 20th century.   
