Anniversary of the death of Steven Biko.

Points:  

Commitment to a cause
Striving against the odds 

How we respond to injustices as individuals and in groups
Apartheid

Sowing the seeds of change
Ppt 1

“The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.” Steve Biko
Introduction 

Ppt 2

September 12th 2007 marks the 30th anniversary since the death, of Steve Biko, the leader of the South African black consciousness movement which worked tirelessly in opposition to South Africa’s political system of Apartheid.  

For those too young to have been aware of such a government when it was in existence, it might be hard to picture a society that is so transparently prejudiced towards the majority of its citizens.  Particularly when the reason for that prejudice is down to the matter of race.  

However, South Africa, from 1948, operated under a system of apartheid which in Afrikaans means separateness.  
Ppt 3 

Apartheid consisted of numerous laws that allowed the ruling white minority in South Africa to segregate, exploit and terrorize the vast majority: Africans, mostly, but also Asians and Coloureds - people of mixed race. 

In white-ruled South Africa, black people were denied basic human rights and political rights. Their labour was exploited, their lives segregated. 

Apartheid was racism made law. It was a system dictated in the minutest detail as to how and where the large black majority would live, work and die.  The information with these details was printed in a passbook that all black South Africans had to carry around with them. 

This system of institutionalized racial discrimination defied the principles of the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Naturally, considering such laws being in place, it was extremely difficult for black people to counter the injustices of such a system - as all black people and activists discovered during the lifetime of apartheid.  These include Nelson Mandela who spent 27 years in jail for his activities against the apartheid regime. 
Although he would have known well the risks to his freedom and also to his life, Steven Biko was not a person to be deterred by such seemingly insurmountable obstacles.  

Life

Steven Biko was born in King William's Town in the Eastern Cape of South Africa in 1946.  A typical South African small town, the centre was populated by the white people living in luxury with the black people living in impoverished shanty towns on the outskirts.

Biko became active in the anti-apartheid movement in 1960s when he was studying medicine at the University of Natal, initially joining the National Union of South African Students' (NUSAS) until he resigned in 1969 because he felt it did not represent the needs of black students.  
He set up the South African Students' Organisation (SASO) in 1968 and was elected its first president the following year. 

A friend who grew up with him said that he was a person who always had time for other people and that although he was not a lawyer, his time would be taken up by people coming to him with their problems, that he then tried to help them with.

In 1972 Biko was expelled from medical school due to his political activity and thus he began working full-time for the Black Community Programmes (BCP). He also started writing regularly for the SASO newsletter under the pen-name of Frank Talk. 

By 1973 his work had come to the attention of the government who, in an attempt to curtail his activities, imposed a banning order on him which restricted him to his home town.  Here he was banned from taking part in public life, was only allowed to see one person at a time and was also prohibited from travelling.  
Undeterred, he set up a clinic to provide health care for the local black people, seeing it as a practical symbol for developing self-reliance.  Despite its success, however, Biko was banned from attending it.  Not only this, the clinic was also forced to buy its own drugs for TB and immunisation – drugs normally free in South Africa.

He was also instrumental in setting up several community groups including the Zimele Trust Fund in 1975, which helped political prisoners and their families, and the Ginsberg Educational Trust, to assist black students. 

Arrest and Death

On 18 August 1977, Biko was arrested at a police roadblock under the Terrorism Act No 83 of 1967. He suffered a major head injury while in police custody, and was chained to a window grille for a full day. On September 11th 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1977" \o "1977" 1977 police loaded him into the back of a car and began the 740-mile drive to Pretoria. He died shortly after arrival at the Pretoria prison, on 12 September. 
The police claimed his death was the result of an extended hunger strike.  However, his wife said that a 7-day hunger strike – the number of days cited by the authorities - would not have killed him.  He was a strong and healthy man.  

He was actually found to have sustained massive injuries to his head, pointing to his having been brutally clubbed by his captors. Then journalist and now political leader, Helen Zille, exposed the truth behind Biko's death.

Due to his fame, news of Biko's death spread quickly, opening many eyes around the world to the brutality of the apartheid regime. His funeral was attended by 20 000 people, including numerous ambassadors and other diplomats from the United States and Western Europe. 
Journalist Donald Woods, a personal friend of Biko, photographed his injuries in the morgue. Woods was later forced to flee South Africa for England, where he campaigned against apartheid and further publicised Biko's life and death, writing many newspaper articles and authoring the book, Biko.
The following year on the 2 February 1978, the Attorney-General of the Eastern Cape stated that he would not prosecute any police involved in the arrest and detention of Biko. During the trial it was claimed that Biko's head injuries were a self-inflicted suicide attempt, and not the result of any beatings. 
The judge ultimately ruled that a murder charge could not be supported partly because there were no witnesses to the killing. Charges of culpable homicide and assault were also considered, but because the killing occurred in 1977, the time frame for prosecution had expired.
He was the 20th man to died in police custody since the June riots a year earlier and world opinion was of shock and anger.    

However, his death put apartheid under the spotlight and contributed in no small way to the events that eventually brought down the system and which saw the release of Nelson Mandela from prison some 13 years later.  

Donald Woods said Steven Biko was the special hero of young black activists he articulated their problems and their philosophy.  He was the adviser and guider of their movements who at 30 years of age at his death, was just young enough to lead the youth, yet old enough to do it wisely.

Andrew Young America’s black ambassador to the United Nations said that no nation can afford to lose its most dedicated and most creative leadership and yet prosper.  He went on to compare the loss to that felt by the USA after the assassinations of JFK, Dr Martin Luther King and Senator Robert F Kennedy.  

It was a good comparison for despite the oppression Biko suffered at the hands of white people, he was not prejudiced and openly talked about all races having their part to play in the fortunes of South Africa.  
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which was created following the end of minority rule and the apartheid system, reported in 1997 that five former members of the South African security forces had admitted to killing Biko who died a year after the Soweto riots which rocked apartheid South Africa, and were applying for amnesty.

Further reading: 

Book

Biko – Michael Woods

Film

Cry Freedom.  Film about Woods friendship with Biko.  Well worth viewing, it will give an excellent insight for all those wishing to learn more about the times and the issues which helped to shape modern South Africa.  
Internet

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYPro_pL3NY
The Life and Death of Steven Biko.  World in Action.  

This is the first part of the Granada tv documentary made in the aftermath of Biko’s death.  You will find parts 2 and 3 @ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvIKae-DQv4 and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V53KvHnCbkc
Witness the harrowing list of people who died in custody (part 3)– and the reasons for their deaths.  
Music.  6 Anti-Aparthied songs well worth a listen.
Bitter Fruit – Little Steven and the Disciples of Soul.  To see a live performance, click on to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5FEXDPal_4  You may recognise the singer and writer of this brilliant song as a leading character in The Sopranos. From the legendary Van Zandt rock family (ask a male teacher over the age of 40) he was, for many years, the lead guitarist in The E Street Band, Bruce Springsteen’s backing band (ask a male teacher over 30).
Nelson Mandela – Special AKA.  Brilliant anti-apartheid song which, like the song above, delivers a serious message via an upbeat celebration of music.  See the video @ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3NJwyzFlTE and catch the Top of the Pops performance @ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwwArFtPLnM where presenters Peter Powell and Gary Davies trample all over the wonderful horn intro with a poorly rehearsed intro of their own.  Do yourselves a favour and check out what Powell and Davies are wearing.  When your mates start wearing similar in around a year’s time, resist the temptation to do likewise.  You know it makes sense. 
Biko – Peter Gabriel. A song penned in tribute to the man himself.  To see the song performed, click on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mK-PYaqIe7g where it is you will find the ex-Genesis front man deliver it at the Nelson Mandela 70th Birthday tribute staged at Wembley in 1988 whilst Mandela was still incarcerated. 

Radio Africa – Latin Quarter.  Haunting reggae-tinged anti-apartheid song from British one-hit-wonders.  No video to speak of but hear it, accompanied by a shot of a rotating 12 inch single @ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gl5JUfvcE7g.  You can see a video for their less-successful follow up @ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DV_kiYSvTgo.  Called Nomzamo, it is a song about Mandela’s then-wife, Winnie Mandela. 

Sun City - Artists United Against Apartheid. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYHiA568P6E.  Sun City was the ‘jewel in the crown’ of the South African leisure industry.  This song features the world’s biggest artists of the late 80s declaring their boycott of the ‘white’s only’ leisure complex.  Another Little Steven-inspired project.  

Mandela Day – Simple Minds

Song anticipating the release of Mandela which followed just a couple of years after this song reached number 1 as a B-side to the song, Belfast Child.  A live version of the song can be viewed by a click on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFnJmz5pWc4
