The Battle of Britain
Commemorating the Battle of Britain which was fought between July 10th and October 31st, 1940. September 15th is Battle of Britain Day.
Points: 

This is part of British history.  People should know this.

Remembers that war was fought in our own country.
Pays respect to the bravery of those who fought in the war.  

Pays respect to the hardships suffered by men, women and children during the course of the war.
Asks questions about how we treat the elderly: These people did so much for us – what did / do we do for them?

Notes that many of our pilots were foreign, French, Polish, Czech and Canadian.

____________________________________________________________________
Ppt 1
The battle of Britain is the name given to the series of battles that saw the Luftwaffe attempt to gain air superiority over the Royal Air Force before a planned sea and airborne invasion of Britain by German forces.  
Ppt 2 
After France had fallen in 1940, German Chancellor Adolph Hitler next turned his attention to Germany’s only remaining enemy: Great Britain.  

Hitler planned to invade Britain but any invasion depended upon the Germans crippling Britain's Royal Air Force – the RAF.  In July the German air force - the Luftwaffe - started its attempt to bomb Britain into submission.  The conflict which resulted was known as the Battle of Britain. 

Ppt 3 
Much of the Battle of Britain was fought in the skies over southern England in what became known as the 'Spitfire summer', named after the planes that were so instrumental for British success. 
Ppt 4

In June and July, Luftwaffe bombers began attacking convoys off the south coast of Britain and making raids on the ports of Plymouth and Dover. 
At the start, the RAF’s 700 or so Spitfire and Hurricane fighters were outnumbered.  This would have caused some major problems were it not for the fact that Britain had several advantages. 
For one, its radar was then the most advanced early warning system in the world.

Ppt 5

Secondly, the Spitfire was a very effective fighter plane – by far the most technically adept plane the Germans had faced up to that point.  

Thirdly, British industry had the ability to manufacture more planes at an astonishing rate.

Ppt 6 

In August the terrifying aerial battles intensified when the Luftwaffe began launching attacks of more than 1,000 aircraft in one day.  At first they focused on Britain’s airfield and radar installations, which were vital in warning of the approach of the German aircraft. By the end of the first week in August, the RAF had lost nearly 100 fighters and the Germans more than 190 planes.  

Even by this early stage, exhausted pilots of both sides badly needed a break and a few days of bad weather in mid-August gave them a much-needed reprieve.  Soon, however, the attacks began again.
Ppt 7

In the latter two weeks of August the RAF sustained heavy losses.  However, the German losses were greater, meaning that while the RAF had lost about 300 aircraft, the Germans had lost more than 600.  

But, due to the fact that Britain had lost experienced RAF pilots, and also suffered much damage to its radar stations, the country was left in a vulnerable state. If the attacks on air installations had continued then the eventual outcome could have been very different.  

However, Hitler was soon about to shift the focus of his attacks.
Ppt 8

At the beginning of September Britain launched air attacks on some of Germany’s industrial areas including its capital, Berlin.  Hitler is supposed to have been angered so much by these attacks that on 7th September he ordered the Luftwaffe to bomb British cities. 
Ppt 9
Whatever the reason for the change in tactics, the emphasis of the German attacks shifted away from Britain’s air defence installations. Under attack instead were major centres of population, especially London and its docks. It was the beginning of the blitz. 

On 15th September more than 1,000 enemy aircraft carried out a day and night attack on London - it was a day of very heavy fighting and later became commemorated as Battle of Britain day. 
Mindful that both sides were fighting a propaganda war as well, the RAF announced that they had shot down 175 enemy aircraft, although the figure was much closer to 56.  However, the inflated numbers were accepted at the time and the Spitfire Summer neared its end. 
The attacks on British cities caused widespread damage and loss of life. If German forces had continued to concentrate their attacks on British air bases they might soon have overwhelmed Fighter Command.  

But, as it was, German air chiefs overestimated the number of British casualties and on top of this, their planes were being shot down faster than they could be manufactured.  Hitler, who needed summer weather for his invasion across the English Channel saw his plans disintegrate as winter approached.  
Having failed to establish air superiority, Hitler also saw his fleet of invasion barges, which were assembled in French ports, suffer heavy losses in RAF bomber attacks.  

In mid October he ordered his invasion fleet to be dispersed.  The battle was over and Britain was safe.  About 1,700 Luftwaffe bombers and fighters had been shot down in just a few months with Britain losing more than 900 fighter planes.  Nearly 500 British pilots and aircrew had also been killed.  
Ppt 10
In tribute to all those who fought, British Prime Minister Winson Churchill memorably said: "Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few."
_____________________________________________________________________
It is important to remember the Battle of Britain for it was a pivotal campaign, the result of which indefinitely stalled any plans Hitler had of invading the British Isles.  

There are those who argue that even had the Germans been more successful during this campaign, they would still not have managed to overpower Britain’s combined naval and air forces yet the fact remains the victory was essential for a number of reasons, not just by causing the Luftwaffe considerable damage but also by increasing morale and resolve amongst the British people.  

Of course, it is argued that although it was unfortunate that Britain had to attack industrial areas of Germany, it was indeed necessary.  It also provided a motive for Hitler to change his tactics – if his angry, knee-jerk reaction can be described as such.  

Ppt 11 and Ppt 12 (Change halfway though paragraph)

It must also be said that as much as Hitler might have been angered by this British strategy, these acts pale when compared to the tide of human misery, death and industrialised slaughter the Germans were unleashing on millions of people, the majority of them Jewish, across western, central and eastern Europe.  

Ppt 13
There was, of course, a cost paid by British civilians throughout this campaign.  Luckily for us, we can only imagine what it must have been like waking from one’s sleep in the middle of the night to be taken to an air raid shelter as enemy planes droned in the near distance, ready to unleash their deadly cargo on the cities and towns below.  

Ppt 14
Waking the next day to the ruination inflicted on homes, streets, shops and places of work also would have been hard to bear. 

Ppt 15
And one can only sympathise with all those children and parents, separated in the main centres of population – the children evacuated to unknown families in other, safer parts of the country.  

Ppt 16
When considering ‘The Few’ of Churchill’s speech it is worth considering that this ‘Few' were, in fact 2,353 young men from Great Britain – plus 574 from overseas: All pilots and other aircrew, who are officially recognised as having taken part in the Battle of Britain.  

Ppt 17
Each flew at least one authorised operational sortie with an eligible unit of the Royal Air Force or Fleet Air Arm during the period 10 July to 31 October 1940. 544 lost their lives during the period of the Battle, and a further 791 were killed in action or died in the course of their duties before the war’s end.

Remembering the Battle of Britain, we are reminded of the sacrifices made by all those people who lived through the second world war, and are also reminded to respect those who have made sacrifices so that we can live in freedom and with liberty.

* The next paragraph will vary in impact depending on where your school is located so we leave it to the presenter to alter the phrasing accordingly.  

It would seem at present that we live in an age where some young people, seemingly of their own volition, are only too eager to pick up guns – and use them.  It is ironic and sad when we consider that so many were willing to give their lives so that we wouldn’t actually need to do this.  

Further exploration:

Internet
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/uk/2000/battle_of_britain/default.stm
The BBC site from which he body of this assembly was sourced.  It’s a good, brief introduction to the Battle of Britain accompanied by some wonderful audio archive.  Search through for first hand accounts of bombing missions and Churchill’s speeches.  

http://www.raf.mod.uk/bob1940/bobhome.html
For a much more comprehensive account, take a look at this site. It has daily reports, a good comprehensive background and a roll of honour which remembers all those who took part with acknowledgement of those who died during the course of the battle and later in the war.  It also contains good graphic accounts of the different phases of the battle enabling you to see the locations targeted by the Luftwaffe.
Hitler had failed to establish air superiority and his fleet of invasion barges assembled in French ports had also suffered heavy losses in RAF bomber attacks. In mid October he ordered his invasion fleet dispersed. The battle was over and Britain was safe. About 1,700 Luftwaffe bombers and fighters had been shot down in just a few months and Britain had lost more than 900 fighter planes. Nearly 500 British pilots and aircrew had also been killed. The British Prime Minister Winston Churchill memorably said: "Never... was so much owed by so many to so few."
