Assembly:  Positive attitudes.  
As we embark on a new school year, this is a nice assembly about attitudes.  You might wish to put it up on the intranet so that people can count the negative comments in the first letter and the positive ones in the second. .  

_____________________________________________________________________

Some of us may be aware of the saying that we can either view the glass as half empty, or half full.  This applies to the way in which we view things happening to and around us.  
A positive attitude is important to keep our spirits up and to keep us moving in the right direction but we must also remember that our attitude towards others is equally important.  

Let’s have a look at a letter from one sixth former to a friend after an incident that occurred just a few days previously.  

“Dear Al, 

Hope all is well and that you’re coping with the heat.  I know I’d find it difficult if I was banged up in hospital – in fact I don’t know what I’d do if I couldn’t get out surfing when it’s so hot.  

Just a quick word to say don’t worry too much about the penalties you missed in the game on Saturday.  The first one was quite difficult and even me and some of the boys don’t think we would have that one through the posts.  The other ones were obviously much easier but, hey, you’re going to have enough time in hospital to think about all this without me making it worse!  

Anyway, everyone was really down after losing the final.  After the game we had to give them three cheers but a couple of them started singing songs about the penalties you missed.  Mr Baxter told us to ignore them but Batesy started moaning on about the fact that they were laughing at us for something we hadn’t done.  As I said, though, you don’t need me banging on about it…!  

Everyone’s looking forward to the school trip, now – Alton Towers: yes!   And then off to the Dordogne two weeks later.  I can’t believe I’ve got 8 weeks on the campsite near Sarlat, which is supposed to be fantastic.  At the moment I think I’m on general duties which means meeting and greeting holiday-makers and generally helping out.  It’s gonna be great!!  Daz tried to see if he could take your place on the site down the road but I think it’s going to be difficult for him.  We’re all crossing our fingers – if he makes it that’s six of us working within two miles of each other.  
Don’t know if you’ve heard whether Baxter’s been able to arrange for you to take your exams in September, yet.  So far I don’t think he’s managed to arrange it.  

Mind you, I don’t know if that would be fair on all those who took theirs in the summer - it’s just that people might start making up illnesses so that they can revise over the summer and get better grades in September.  

Anyway, better go.  Jamie’s picking us up in a minute and I’ve got to get my board and wetsuit sorted.. 

Might nip into the hospital if I get time before the school trip.  Got loads to sort out before France, mind.  

Speak soon, 

Gareth” 

· What do we think of this letter?
· Do we get a feeling that the sender had sympathy for his friend? 

· Could he have phrased some of the sentiments a little more sensitively?

· Did he consider his friend’s feelings when writing the letter? 
Now let’s take another letter to the same boy, written on the same day.  
Dear Alan 

Glad to hear the films arrived safe and sound.  When we found out you had a DVD player at your disposal the support group sprung into action and were unstoppable in their efforts.  I’m not sure that you’ll get through a hundred-odd films in the few weeks or so that you’ll be laid up but the thought was there.  
Firstly, Alan, let me just say how delighted we are that you are no longer in pain, that you are getting the best treatment available and that it seems there will be no lasting damage.  When we heard the crack and then saw the state your leg was in, our hearts were in our mouths.  Thank God for Mr Pearson’s superhuman abilities and the fact that the ambulance was able to get onto the pitch to attend to you.  

I’m sure you know that after you were taken to hospital the game became a bit of a damp squib.  The lads would love to have won it for you and were bitterly disappointed not to have done so but it was difficult for them to focus after the incident, as I’m sure you’ll appreciate.  I’m sure you also know that you were given three cheers by St Augustine’s after the game with members of the team and staff expressing their desire that I pass on their best wishes to you.  
I’ve had a chance to speak to Mrs Williams about your exams and she’s more than happy to see you take them in September.  She’s aware that you fell ‘in the line of duty’ and would hate you to have to retake the year.  We just need to get it rubber-stamped by Miss Edwards who’s back this week.  
I know you’ll be bitterly disappointed to miss out on the school trip and, of course, the summer work in France so the only thing to do is forget about those things for the moment.  Easier said than done, I know, but the only solution, all the same.  Then again, with so many devotees willing to visit you and attend to your needs, this does provide a great opportunity to realise just how well appreciated you are by your friends and fellow sixth formers.  Certainly I hear that you are in good spirits – and with a fan club like the one you’ve built up over the past couple of days, who could blame you?  
On a less bright note ….I’ll be in to see you with some of the team in a couple of days.  

See you then, 

Mr Baxter.  

What was different about this letter?  One thing we note is the complete lack of any mention about missed penalties!  Another thing is the fact that the positive comments from the opposition team were relayed to Alan, along with the reminder that his school friends have rallied round in a number of ways.  
One thing that should strike us is that both mention the fact that Alan is going to miss out on a lot over the summer months. But consider the different ways in which the two letter writers approach this delicate subject.  Gareth, who writes the first letter seems to be winding Alan up, goading him with the opportunities he’s going to miss out on.  Mr Baxter, on the other hand, does not refrain from broaching the subject: to do so would be a disservice to Alan.  However, he does try to keep his spirits up by pointing out the positives in his life. 
As we enter a new school year, we should remember that a positive approach to our own lives, is vital.  But we should also remember that being positive to other people is just as important.  
